From the Pastor

When I think of
Christmas I think of
children, perhaps you
do too. This is most
natural; most of our
Christmas memories
involve our childhood
or our children’s
childhood. Christmas
1s about God becom-
ing a human being,
and He came just as
we came, through
birth: God as a child.

Jesus taught the spe-
cial place of children
in God’s kingdom in
Matthew 18, Mark 9,
and Luke 9. Jesus
corrected the Disci-
ples when they tried to
keep the children from
Him. He taught that
we all are to have
“child like faith.”

Modern research re-
veals a practical moti-
vation behind Jesus’
teaching; most people
that come to faith do
so as children. Barna
Institute says that 42%
of Americans profess
a “commitment to Je-
sus Christ as their
Lord and Savior.”

Thirty two percent
come to faith be-
tween 5 and 13 years
old, 4% between 14
and 18 years old, and
6% 19 years old and
older. Barna’s re-
search on faith de-
velopment and disci-
pleship also found
that the foundation
for moral develop-
ment of an individ-
ual is complete by
age nine. According
to the numbers min-
istry to children is
the most effective
form of ministry.

Our children’s min-
istry needs to be a
priority. We have
good children’s min-
istry, but it could be
much better. It
needs to be much
better. Therefore the
Session has decided
to budget a Director
of Children’s Minis-
try paid position for
2011.

I am so thankful for
those who have vol-
unteered in our chil-
dren’s ministry

throughout the years;
they have been and
are a blessing to our
entire congregation.
Our volunteers work-
ing with our children
need the support,
training, and guidance
of someone with ex-
perience, training,
time, and energy fo-
cused on children’s
ministry.

Some people may say,
“We can’t afford this
position.” As [ under-
stand Jesus’ teaching
on children and the
Barna research I say,
“We can’t afford not
to have this position.”

If you are interested in
being on the search
team to find our Di-
rector of Children’s
Ministry please let me
know ASAP. Please
pray for our search
team and for the per-
son God has prepared
(and is preparing) to
work with us in this
most important minis-

try.
/.
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‘ 3— Ed & Joan Hunter celebrating their 33rd
8-Jim & Pauline King celebrating their 15th
12-Kirk & Paige Kerstetter celebrating their 11th
13-Brad & Heidi Zimmerman celebrating their 9th
27-Guy & Jan Temple celebrating their 52nd

29— Rob & Karen Guissanie celebrating their 20th

1-Maggie Storm

3-Peggie Ulp, Erik Temple
4-David Han

5-Marcia Aikey

6-Cole Temple,

8-Jackie Wottrich
9-Hannah Jones

10-Katie Young
11-Wesley Sigl

15-Elsie Raffensperger, Charles Spurr

16-Jim Friery

18-Carol Crago, Calvin Reif, Nathan Fox
19-Naomi Gartzke, Kathy Davies our chureh logo in
20-John Aikey, Amy Tirpak gold, availablg for pur-
21-Ally Weaver chasg for $5.00. These orna-
ments were made by
Christmas Wondgerland and sold
by the First Women a few years
ago. [l monigs will 8o towards

We have whitg dlass
ball ornaments with

23 - Marguerite Santorine
24-David McCord, Nancy Martin, Alison Bennett
26-Jean Morgensen

27-Erik Lawton, the Youth Summer Mission Trip.
28-Betty Comerer, Sharon Dittmar Stop by the echurch office to pur-
30-Lynn James, Greg Speake chasg thg ornaments.

31-Gerald Westbrook, Libby Robinson

Christmas Schedule

¢ Dec. 5 at 5:00 All-Church Christmas Dinner

¢ Dec. 12 at 1:00 Youth Christmas Caroling

¢ Dec. 19 at 10:30 Worship and Cantata

M: Dec. 19 at 4:00 Children’s Christmas Program
Dec. 24 at 7:00 Christmas Eve Family Service
Dec. 24 at 9:00 Christmas Eve Service
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Mus

We are hosting a Senior Luncheon on Wednesday Dec. 8th at 11:30am.

</

Musical entertainment and a luncheon will be provided. Come meet Tim & Lauren, our

new youth directors.
Bring a favorite Christmas memory or ornament to share with others that are seated

at your table.

Transportation is available. Please complete the registration form found in the church
bulletin, or call the church office 524 -4419 if you are able to attend.



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3476570&id=56786796732
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3476544&id=56786796732
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4008670&id=56786796732
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=4008668&id=56786796732
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Cantata

The First Presbyterian Chancel Chojikspired by the simplicity of the Barog
will present a Lessons & Carols serynq Classical music eras after attendi

vice on Sunday, December 19. Theyerformance by the Trapp Family Sing
service will feature various choral  from Austria.

selections as well as Daniel Pink-

hamés Christmas WHBhlg¢Ri nkhamés c in the highest, [ERe
o a wide array of Twentieth Century mus and on earth

Daniel Pinkham (1928)06) was an elements, he composed music in ever peace, good will

American Composer and organist genre. Christmas Cantata, composed ‘ Toward men,

who studied musicatHarvardand 1 957 was written 7 Luke Z:14, IV [SUTY]
worked under the direction of both  miration for Medieval and Renaissance
Aaron Copland and Samuel Barber.mysic. The work is structured as a 3

Immersed in an era of 20th century moyement symphony that uses antiphonal

experimental music with dissonant effects between a full chorus, double brass
harmonic structure, Pinkham was  choir, and organ.

Join us for this beautiful
Christmas musical
presentation.

Thank you to our Officers Who are Concluding Their Terms

We are thankful for kamp, Dick Ward ¢
those who have con- Trustee:Jean Lepley

cluded their terms as of-  Please find an opportu- % X

ficers of our church. nity to thank them per- /V \ #
Elders: Kathy Davies, sonally for their faithful @{@/ y

John Jones, Marilyn service to our Lord and ¢ P
Zaiser to our congregation. . (* &

~

Deacons:Deb Brubaker,
Pat Fisher, Keith Ring-

tmas Child

« 393 shoeboxes were collected by the
First Presbyterian Church

o 7,613 boxes were collected at the Lew-
isburg Collection Center

o 20,557 were packed in the tractor trail-
ers and sent to North Carolina (that is
2902 more than last year!)

o 225 people volunteered at our church
during the OCC week

o That’s lots of smiles on children’s faces
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Special Events for December

12/ 11 Bel gi um waf f Joausbnhrourhaane at
from 10 arh 1:00 pm for a yummy Belgium waffle brunch buffet! Come
for the food and come for the fellowship! Both Middle School and High
School students are welcome!

12/12 Caroling at Nursing Hoin€ome sing traditional Christmas car-

ols to the residents of a local nursing home. Meet at the church at 1 pm
stay after church and have lunch with us before caroling. If you plan to
attend, please notify Tim or Lauren by 12/8. Both Middle School and
High School!

12/18 Hershey Bears Hockey GaMeet at the church at 3pm. We

will stop for dinner before the game starts at 7pm. Cost is $25 plus bring
some money for food and concessions. Please pay by 12/8. Both Middle
School and High School!

12/22 Christmas Partyloin us in the Great Hall from -8pm for a
festive event...more details to come! Both Middle School and High Scho
welcome!

12/28 Ricketts Glen TfipSpend the day hiking at beautiful Ricketts
Glen State Park. Meet at the church at 9am. Bring a bag lunch. We will
be back by 4:30 pm. Sign up with Tim or Lauren by 12/26.
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Santorine, Kyle Santorine

Volunteers for December

Ushers: Randy Storm, Guy Temple, Clint Shurtliffe, Dave Nicholson, Dave Young,
Maurice Brubaker, Ed Sigl, Wes Sigl, Will Sigl, Eric Milner, Joe Santorine, Joseph

Nursery: Greeters: Coffee Social:
5: Bernard, Hall, Han Santorine Paul & Karen Miller
12: Graber, James, Reid Jones John & Linda Vaiji
19: Taggart, Schmidt, Speake Gallagher James & Ally Weaver
Christmas Eve 7:00 Roll
First Presbyterian Churchepristmas Eve 9:00
18 Market St 26: P. Miller, Roll, Roll Gallagher No Sunday School

Lewisburg PA 17837
(570)524419

www.firstpresby.org
Rev. James C. King

Dinner By the River:

2: Shaffer Team, 9: Storm Team,

The Christmas Dinner®!
will take place on Sun
day evening Decemb
5th at 5:00 p.m. The
church will provide
meat, rolls, drinks an
dessert.

Just a reminder that |
names beginning W|th
A-M are bringinga ¥/
vegetable or main dis
and NZ salads and ¥
fruits. Please bring
enough to feed ten.

During inclement
weather please tune
into a local radio sta-

tion. If the Lewisburg
Area School District
cancels or lets out early
then all evening pro-
grams at the church
will be cancelled. On a
Sunday morning there
will always be church.
Please use caution and
wisdom in deciding if
you should join us.

We will pray and eat
promptly at 5:00pm.

There will be musical
entertainment at the
dinner.
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#1&#1&&1&

16: Temple/Torretti

Christuas

Signup sheets are available on
the back railing to assist with

the Christmas Dinner.
Mi
hosting the dinner.

Paul

' 1 er 6and comp

Roasted turkeys, hams, and
baked pies are especially
needed. The Dinner is served
from 121 in the Great Hall or
may be delivered. Please call
the church office to arrange for
delivery (524419).




