
From the Pastor 
The New Year is a time 

when people try to make 

some changes in their lives.  

I think making changes in 

our lives is a good thing.  

Rarely do we decide to make 

a change for the worse; al-

most always our desired 

changes are for the better.   

Sometimes people attempt to 

make big changes in their 

lives; occasionally they are 

successful in their attempt, 

often times they are not.  I 

have found that some of the 

most significant changes I 

have made have been rela-

tively minor, but their impact 

has been major, and my abil-

ity to sustain the change is 

much greater.  

So I have some suggestions 

of some minor changes you 

may want to consider in the 

New Year. 

Read your Bible daily.  If 

you are only reading the Bi-

ble occasionally start reading 

only a verse or a paragraph a 

day.  Years ago I set a goal 

of reading the Bible daily 

and through the Bible in a 

year.  I would miss days and 

then have to catch up.  I felt 

guilty and I turned reading 

the Bible into a burden rather 

than a blessing.  Godôs word 

is potent.  Give yourself a 

taste daily and see how a 

regular diet of Godôs 

word will grow you.   

Over time I believe your 

appetite will grow too. 

Intentionally pray more 

often through the day.  

Recognize opportunities 

for moments of prayer 

and consciously take 

them.   It is good and no-

ble to set aside a block of 

time in the day for prayer, 

but this is a difficult disci-

pline.  I have found that 

brief times of prayer 

throughout my day have 

made me much more 

prayerful than when I 

tried to save them up for 

my ñprayer time.ò 

Make a minor change in 

your involvement within 

the life of our congrega-

tion: sit in a different pew, 

join a Life Group or a 

Sunday school class, vol-

unteer in some new ca-

pacity. Perhaps become 

an usher, or add another 

month to your ushering 

service.  Consider joining 

the sound system team. 
  

A change that many of us 

can make that will signifi-

cantly help others is 

where we park on Sunday 

mornings.  I often park in 

Dr. Larry Winansô park-

ing lot behind his office 

on Second St.  I know there 

is a municipal lot on Sec-

ond St. that is available on 

Sunday mornings, as well 

as parking on the side 

streets.  It would be great if 

those of us that are more 

mobile would keep the Ma-

sonic lodge parking lot and 

the first block of Market 

Street available for visitors, 

those with some mobility 

concerns, and families with 

small children.  There are 

two spaces in the gravel 

behind the church that canôt 

be declared handicap spaces 

because of the gravel.  If 

walking a distance is a 

problem, but gravel is not, 

please park there! 

I have one more change I 

would like you to make on 

Sunday mornings.  In this 

New Year make it a point to 

introduce yourself to some-

one you donôt know.  Try to 

turn the introduction into a 

2-3 minute conversation.  

We are growing closer as a 

congregation, may we all 

make some changes, take 

some steps that will draw us 

closer to the Lord and to-

gether. 

 Jim 
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries  

January 2012  
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2 - Dave & Judy Miller celebrating their  

30th wedding anniversary  
 

9 - David & April Shrom celebrating their  

 35th wedding anniversary  
 

11 - Ken & Jean Lepley celebrating their  

 9th wedding anniversary  

1 - Noël Curtis, Marjorie Gill, Sharon Kribbs, 

Deb Brubaker  

2 - Caroline Campagna, Grace Van Patter 

3 - Nick Tischio  

5 - Mindy Lind, Wendy McTammany  

7 - John Mutschler  

9 - Roger Curran 

11 - Jesse North  

12 - Kath Schwieger, Goodman quads; Reece, 

  Clark and Grace 

15 - Zach Vaji, Alex Sabo  

17 - Mary Shaffer  

18 - Christina Han  

19 - Nathaniel Vaji, Erik Hall,  

21 - Peggy Starkey, Shawn Jones  

22 - Karen Graber  

23 - Jim Zaiser, Matt Reinhart  

24 - Andrew King, Serena DeCosmo 

25 - Stephanie Samuelson 

27 - Janet Spurr, Kyle Guissanie, Michael Fox  

28 - Judy Miller, Clint Shurtliffe, Kate Findlay  

 Logan and Dana James, Robert Han 

29 - Jean Hormell  

30 - Seth Young 

31 - Terry McLaughlin  

Save the date;  

Woody Wolfe  

Adult Coffeehouse  

February 11 at 7:00  



 

Rejoicing Spirits, a new ecu-

menical worship celebration, 

will be hosted monthly at St. 

Paulõs United Methodist 

Church, 42 S. 4th Street, 

Lewisburg. Rejoicing Spirits, 

a national ministry focused 

on removing barriers and 

welcoming all to worship 

God, especially those with 

mental or physical disabili-

ties, has partnered with the 

Lewisburg community in this 

effort. The monthly Rejoic-

ing Spirits Worship Celebra-

tion in Lewisburg is held on 

the 2nd Thursday evening of 

every month. Join us Thurs-

day, January 12, from 6:30 ð 

7:15 p.m., followed by re-

freshments and fellowship. 

Additional information is 

available by contacting St. 

Paulõs UM Church at 

spumc@dejazzd.com , 524 -

5011, or 

www.stpaulslewisburg.org .  
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New Members Class In The New Year  

of the eternal city: your 

heavenly home, the world 

that is to come.  In be-

tween, you will look at how 

the gospel changes your 

heart (session 2 and 3), 

changes your community 

(session 4 and 5), and 

changes how you live in the 

world (sessions 6 and 7).  

 

 Each attendee will be pro-

vided with the study guide 

which contains Bible stud-

'Gospel In Life:  Grace 

Changes Everything' is an  

eight -session course on the 

gospel and how it is lived 

out in all of life - first in 

your hearts, then in your 

community, and then out 

into the world.  

 

 Session 1 opens the course 

with the theme of the city: 

your home now, the world 

that is.  Session 8 closes 

the course with the theme 

ies, discussion questions on 

the DVD, and home studies.  

The home studies consist of 

a series of readings, quota-

tions, exercises, questions, 

and projects to help delve 

deeper into the topic of each 

session." 

 

Classes will begin Jan. 8th, 

(in the Chapel) run 8 weeks, 

(skipping Feb. 5th) conclud-

ing March 4th  

Sunday University In The New Year  

Beginning January 8th  there will 

be a class for those interested in 

joining the church.   

The class will meet for six Sun-

days in the Library during the 

Sunday school hour at 9:00 am. 

and be publically received on Feb-

ruary 12th.    

Please contact the church office 

(info@first-presby.org or 524-

4419) if you are planning on at-

tending this class.  Beginning January 8 

mailto:info@first-presby.org
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What is the All Church Winter Retreat ?  It is a weekend of recreation, entertainment, 

fellowship and spiritual renewal at Camp Susque in Trout Run PA from February 3 -5.   

Scheduling for the weekend is very relaxed.  Tim & Lauren Halteman will be leading the 

combined adult and youth sessions with Carolyn McSween leading the children.  There 

will be an abundance of time for fun (skating, sledding, hiking) and fellowship.  Campers 

stay in heated lodges with running water.  Delicious hot meals are provided.  

Cost for the weekend (Fri. 6:30 p.m. to Sun. afternoon) lodging and meals, is $65.00 per 

adult, youth high school age to 5 years - $35.00, and children 4 and under - free.  Maxi-

mum cost per family is $200.00.   Register by Jan. 29 th   

Number  Amount 
Entire weekend at $65 per adult       

Entire weekend at $35.00 per youth      

One night and day at $40 per person      

Sat. Breakfast at $7.50 per person       

Sat. Lunch at $9.00 per person       

Sat. Dinner at $10.50 per person       

Sunday Breakfast at $7.50 per person      

Sunday Dinner (noon) at $9.00       

Total:   

  

Names of those attending and childrenõs ages: 
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THE PRESBY OPEN GOLF OUTING 

AUGUST 3 & 4, 2012 

 

The Presby Open Golf Outing is scheduled for Friday, August 3 and Saturday, August 4 at Toftrees 

Golf Resort in State College, PA. The cost is $217.60 per person and includes the following: 

Two rounds of golf at Toftrees Golf Resort, including golf cart 

Friday buffet dinner 

One night³s lodging (two per room) 

Saturday buffet breakfast 

Complimentary hospitality suite 

Bucket of range balls 

10% discount in pro shop 

Taxes and gratuities 

A $100 deposit is required by no later than Sunday, May 27 to secure your reservation. Your check/

deposit is your reservation. We have placed a hold on twelve (12) rooms that will accommodate 

twenty-four (24) players. The 24 openings will be filled on a ´first reservations paidµ basis. Toftrees 

requires a credit card authorization at check-in and the  card will be charged for the $117.60 balance 

due at time of check-out unless you wish to pay cash which will only be accepted at time of check-

out. If cost is a deterrent for you or someone you would like to invite, there is a ´Golfershipµ fund 

(in memory of Mark Brouse) available. Please contact Jim King for details. Golferships are completely 

confidential. 

Please make your $100 check payable to Bob Harder, 1920 Jefferson Avenue, Lewisburg, PA 17837 

and MAKE SURE HE HAS IT ALONG WITH THE REGISTRATION FORM NO LATER THAN 

SUNDAY, MAY 27. Roommate pairings will be made at a later date. You are responsible for your 

travel arrangements. 

Please address questions to any of the following: 

Rob Black bluehillfarm@verizon.net 743-2767 

Bob Harder rharder@ptd.net  523-8947 

Jim King jkinghigh4@gmail.com 524-4419 

Terry Light tlightsom@gmail.com 713-5672 

 

 

 

Please complete this form and return with your check to Bob Harder, 1920 Jefferson Avenue, Lewis-

burg, PA 17837 . 

NAME_______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________ 

        ______________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE #___________________________EMAIL_________________________ 

HANDICAP OR AVERAGE SCORE FOR 18 HOLES________ 

mailto:bluehillfarm@verizon.net
mailto:rharder@ptd.net
mailto:jkinghigh4@gmail.com
mailto:tlightsom@gmail.com


 

Mustard Seeds (Grades 3 - 5) and Sparrows (K - 2nd Grade) are kicking -off the start of 

another great year on Wednesday, January 11th! Come for dinner at 5:00, then enjoy an 

evening of fun with friends! A few great surprises are in store for this night, so you don't 

want to miss it...  

On January 8th, both young and old are invited to visit the NEW First Presby Kids Place for 

its GRAND OPENING! Come down to the rooms under the library and check out this cool 

space made just for kids --- where we'll be growing in God together. Light refreshments will 

be served for this special celebration. A big bear -hug "THANKS" goes out to everyone who 

helped make this exciting transformation possible for the Children's Ministry at First 

Presby!  


