
November is the 

month when our na-

tion gives thanks.  

We, as followers of 

Jesus Christ, as wor-

shipers of the One, 

True, and Living God 

are told repeatedly 

that we are always to 

be thankful (I Thessa-

lonians 5:18, Philip-

pians 4:6, Psalm 

95:2, 100:4).  

Thanksgiving is not 

just a holiday or a 

season it is a way of 

life. 

In the passages above 

thanksgiving is 

linked to joy.  Not 

only are we as Chris-

tians to be thankful, 

we are to be joyful.  

This is not easy.  

Situations and cir-

cumstances, severed 

relationships can 

make the holidays 

difficult, depressing, 

and lonely. 

What can we do?  

First, we can put on 

joy. (Colossians 3:12)  

Being joyful is out-

ward expression of an 

inward attitude.  This 

joy comes from 

knowing Godôs love 

for us and trusting in 

His active care in our 

lives. 

We should put on joy 

because joy is conta-

gious.  As we mani-

fest joy others will be 

inspired, comforted, 

and encouraged by 

our joy.  Hopefully 

they will know that 

our joy comes from 

knowing Godôs love, 

and they will draw 

closer to God. 

Another way to ex-

press thanks and joy 

to God is through 

Operation Christmas 

Child.  Giving a 

shoebox, volunteer-

ing during shoebox 

week, and supporting 

our youth in their 

travel to and work at 

the processing center 

over Thanksgiving 

weekend are concrete 

ways we can express 

our love and joy to 

God. 

There are countless 

practical ways we can 

express our love and 

thanksgiving to God 

during this holiday 

season.   In all ways 

let us make sure we 

do this with the joy 

that comes from 

knowing Godôs love. 
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Parts include the usual 

angels, shepherds and 

wisemen, Mary, Joseph 

etc, as well as tour 

guide /narrators.  Adults 

interested in helping 

with the production can 

also let Carolyn 

McSween, Lauren Hal-

teman or Pauline King 

know. 

Calling all angels, shepherds and 

wisemen!  Kids, youth, and their 

families are invited to participate 

in the Christmas Journey pro-

gram, Sunday afternoon Decem-

ber 4th.  This Christmas pageant 

on the run will require only 2 

rehearsals, Sunday November 

6th immediately following wor-

ship (lunch will be provided) 

11:30-1:30 in the parlor and Sat-

urday December 3rd 4:30-6:00.  
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Calling All Angels, Shepherd and Wiseman! 

FIRST PRESS 

1 - Bill Shutt 

3 - Peter Jones  

4 - John Tirpak 

5 - Brad Lawton, Fletcher Bell 

6 - Beth Shutt 

7 - Judy Lebda, Kristin McVicar,  

9 - Bill Dittmar, Abigail Gilger, Madalyn Redding 

11 - Joan Bush, Alice Donaldson, Lisa Sabo 

12 - Wayne Samuelson, Joshua Tirpak 

13 - Caughlen Watts 

14 - Joseph Santorine 

17 - Jean Ruhl, Ashley Cox, Brooke Zimmerman 

18 - Tom Rich, Sarah Reif 

19 - Jim Apple, Tyler Aikey 

21 - Pat Oberlin 

22 - Jared Young, Will Van Patter 

24 - Kaylyn Watts 

27 - Karen Miller 

28 - Bob Lebda, Marianne Barlett 

30 - Shirley Grose, Becky Lumpkin, Sue Barnhart 

3 - Kirk & Nicole Jarrett celebrating  

 their 5th wedding anniversary 

7 - Larry & Marian Fletcher celebrating  

 their 41st wedding anniversary 

12 - Daryl & Janine Fisher celebrating  

 their 29th wedding anniversary 

20 - Mark & Leslie Temple celebrating 

         their 18th wedding anniversary 

24 - Stephen & Rebekah DeLong celebrating 

          their 10th wedding anniversary 

24 - Cliff & Nina Lesher celebrating  

 their 23rd wedding anniversary 

25 - Chris & Joyce Zellmann celebrating  

 their 33rd wedding anniversary 

26 - Bob & Sharon Kribbs  

 celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary 



The Council of Churches Sharing Program is collecting NEW 
hooded sweatshirts, blanket sleepers and flannel pajama bottoms for 
children sized 2 child ð XL adult.   
These items will be distributed for Christmas.  Please bring your 
donated items to the Parlor clothesõ tree. Jan Temple and Lisa Ber-
nard are the contacts for more information.  The deadline for these 
items is December 4th 

Woody Wolfe will return to our 

worship service on November 13 

as our Minute for Missions.  He 

is a familiar face and admired 

friend of many in our congrega-

tion, who have enjoyed his mu-

sic and been moved by his mes-

sage during times of crisis and 

loss. Woody was raised in Dan-

ville, PA and saw an opportunity 

to minister through music while 

working at the Geisinger Medi-

cal Center.  Sensing that children 

and their families struggling 

with illness were uniquely com-

forted and encouraged by music 

and fellowship centered around 

Christôs message of love, grace 

and redemption, he founded 

Heart to Hands Ministries in 

1992.  His mission has grown to 

include weekly visits to four 

childrenôs hospitals in Pennsyl-

vania, hospitals and childrenôs 

camps in Virginia, South Caro-

lina, Tennessee, Arkansas and 

Arizona, and orphanages in the 

Ukraine.  Not just a one man 

show, he serves as a mentor and 

leader to encourage others to use 

their talents to minister to those 

who are hurting and willing to 

hear Christôs message.  Those 

interested in contributing to his 

ministry can do so in several 

specific ways.  The cost of his 

extensive traveling can be de-

frayed by contributions of fre-

quent flyer miles. Woodyôs out-

reach includes distribution of his 

music CDs, which cost from 

$900 to $1200 per 1000 to pro-

duce, and can be sponsored by 

groups or individuals.  He is also 

looking for volunteers to work at 

coffee hours that have been or-

ganized for staff and family at 

the Janet Weiss Childrenôs Hos-

pital.  We welcome Woody back 

to First Presbyterian, thank him 

for his ministry and service, and 

praise God for giving him the 

heart to be His Hands. 

 Come to NEW KNITTING group!! Enjoy fellowship 

with others. Beginners to experienced. 

 When: Wednesday, November 9th  1:30 pm 

 Where: Himmelreich Library Reading room 
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