
   

 First Press 
“Living fully in Christ, through His word, community and mission.” 

September 2011 

Did you feel the earthquake?  That historic event was one more reminder 

that we live in uncertain times. The stock market goes up and down, chang-

ing governments in the Middle East.  Lots of uncertainty, lots of change. 

 

We are experiencing some changes within our denomination.  These 

changes are leading to uncertainty.  There are a lot more variables than 

there used to be.  How are we to respond to these changes?  How does this 

uncertainty affect us as a congregation?  Why don’t I speak more about 

these things on Sunday morning? 

 

These are very good questions!  Let me begin with the last one.  I don’t 

speak about these things on Sunday mornings because we are gathered to 

worship the Lord, not to discuss denominational issues.  Over time I will be 

addressing the issues, but not in a reactionary way. 

 

Patience is one of the things that God has been growing in me, and in re-

cent years I have become increasingly aware of this growth (and the need 

for growth, just ask my kids). The Fruit of the Spirit listed in Galatians 

5:22-23 are the attributes, the characteristics of what is grown in our lives 

through walking with God.  The first three are love, joy, and peace. The 

fourth is patience.  It is number four out of eight for a reason, patience is 

important.  I believe we need to respond to the changes in the denomina-

tion. I believe our response needs to be done in a thoughtful patient man-

ner.    

 

One change in the New Form of Government that is important, but didn’t 

make the news, is that it gives more control to the local congregation and 

the presbytery.  Though this weakens our “Connectionalism”, historically a 

strength of our denomination, it allows our presbytery and our congrega-

tion to retain high standards for ordination.  As you pray for the denomi-

nation, give thanks for the leadership of our congregation and our presby-

tery.  And keep us in your prayers as we seek to respond faithfully and pa-

tiently to the changes.    

 

Jim 
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1 - Judith Ziegler, Vickie Ziegler,  

 Meg Morgensen 

2 - Catherine Whittemore, Lorri Bruckhart 

3 - Caroline Sigl 

4 - Karen Shurtliffe, Carolyn McSween 

5 - Tom Hans 

6 - Annie Lesher, Alexa Mast 

8 - Richard Erdley, Tim Halteman, Caroline 

Graves 

9 - Paula Young,  

10 - Jan Peterson, Bart Shaffer, Samantha Reif,  

11 - Chris Zellmann, Mark Temple 

13 - Pastor Ted Ulp, Tom Miller, Kirk Jarrett 

14 - Fitz Walling, Jackie Mast 

15 - Brian Fox 

16 - Barbara Yocum, Rebecca McNulty,  

17 - Benjamin Redding 

18 - Sarah Graber 

19 - Harold Whittemore, Rachael McVicar 

22 - Joyce Westbrook 

23 - Crystal Reid 

25 - Coleman Witherite 

26 - Bill Moore Jr. 

28 - David Goehring, Robbie McTammany 

30 - Larry Barnhart, Bob Kribbs,  

1 - Bob & Nancy Martin celebrating their 

39th wedding anniversary 
 

4 - Keith & Pat Ringkamp celebrating their 

35th wedding anniversary 
 

8 - Jack & Rebecca Mignot celebrating their 

50th wedding anniversary 
 

16 - Brad & Barb Lawton celebrating their 

22nd wedding anniversary 
 

16 - Maurice & Deb Brubaker celebrating 

their 16th wedding anniversary 
 

19 - John & Leslie Mutschler celebrating 

their 30th wedding anniversary 
 

21 - Brian & Karen Fox celebrating  

their 20th wedding anniversary 
 

26 - Scott & Kristin McVicar celebrating 

their 19th wedding anniversary 
 

27 - Tim & Lauren Halteman celebrating 

their 3rd wedding anniversary 

 

The following scholarships were awarded from our church. 
  

Freshman bound students: 
Emily Lesher – Muhlenberg College 
Joseph Santorine – University of Pittsburgh 
Nicholas Tischio – Penn State University 
William Van Patter – Penn State University 
Shannon Wright – Lehigh University 
  

Repeat scholarship winners: 
Ariel Cooper – will be Sophomore at Juniata College 
Annie Lesher – will be Junior at University of Pittsburgh 
Casey Miller – will be Senior in January at University of Illinois  

Scholarship recipients must maintain 
at least a 2.5 GPA, be actively partici-
pating in worship at First Presbyte-
rian Church or on the college level; be 
involved in a Christian group or attend 
worship at a local church.  They must 
be modeling Christ-like behaviors and 
setting a positive example for those 
around them.   
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The Adult Choir will start Wednesday, Sept. 

7th.  All are welcome to join us in song. 

 

The Ringers by the River are looking for 

ringers.  Whether you are new to handbells 

or an experienced ringer, we would love to 

have you join us.  Rehearsals will be held on 

Wednesdays at 6:15pm starting September 

7th.  If you would like to ring but are unable 

to attend the first rehearsal, please contact 

Susan Erdley. 

Trainers Ministry to Moms will begin 

September 19th, 9:15-11:00 in the Parlor.  

Childcare is provided for this fellowship 

and Bible Study for moms with kids of 

any age. We'll finish our Beth Moore 

Daniel study focusing on chapters 6-12, 

Daniel's prophecy of the end times. Come 

and invite a friend. 

Grace Schwab, a good friend of our 

church for the past 16 years, has moved to 

North Carolina. Last December Grace lost her 

son, Dick Donaldson, and since that time her 

family has been concerned that at age 106, she 

should live closer to her family. Grace moved 

reluctantly but with her usual humor, good 

spirit, and faith.  

Grace leaves behind good friends at 

Heritage House, First Presbyterian, and the 

Lewisburg community, including students 

with whom she corresponded at Kelly Elemen-

tary School. Last February a verbal portrait of 

Grace appeared as an insert in our Sunday 

bulletin. A few words from that article remind 

us of why Grace has been such a treasure to all 

who have known her: 

“Failing eyesight and hearing have lim-

ited Grace’s options during days spent in her 

pleasantly furnished apartment at Heritage 

House. She enjoys visits from friends and the 

loving assistance of an aide who shares Grace’s 

strong faith. … As for the time spent alone, she 

will tell you that she prays, often talking aloud 

to God, and then she listens  to Him. “I don’t 

hear a voice,” she is quick to say, “but I feel 

His presence. I thank Him for how he has 

blessed me in good times and bad. I know that 

He has a purpose for me, and that one day I 

will understand why I am still here, the last of 

my generation.”  

We thank God for Grace’s having been 

among us for 16 years and pray for her well-

being as she makes new friends and reunites 

with her family in North Carolina. For those 

wishing to send a note to Grace, her address is 

Grace Heights Nursing Home, 109 Foothills 

Drive, Morganton, NC 28655.  

     -- Bob Kribbs 

Mark your calendar for the following up-
coming events: 
 

Sunday, October 2nd - Bike Hike 
Sunday, October 16th - Leaf Peeper Hike 
 

Details will be in the bulletin soon!  

Bea Heid will continue to lead the Wednesday 

morning Women’s Bible Study.  Join them in 

the Chapel at 10:00 a.m.  Bea will chronicle 

Women of the Bible and what can be learned 

from their lives.. 
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Coffee Social 10-10:30  Sept. 19-May 29 
James & Aly Weaver  Wayne & Pat Samuelson 
Mark & Liz Speake  Rob & Lisa Black 
Daryl & Janine Fisher  Dave & Ruth McCord 
Gloria Strong   Dave Reid  
Thomas & Louann Graves Mark & Amie Reif 
Larry & Sue Barnhart  Eric & Natalie Grimes 
Bart & Linda Shaffer +   
Connie, Laura and Holly Moore    
 

Menõs Breakfasts 
Joe Santorine + Eric Schmidt Larry Winans 

Brian Fox  Doug Winner Keith Kunkle 

Chris Zellmann Rob Royer John Troxell 

Patrick Chiboroski 

 

Quarterly Daytime Senior Luncheons 
Dave & Mary Ruth Campbell Bob Kribbs 
Dick & Norma Jean Reed Karen Gallagher  
George & Dustine Koons Carol Crago  
Mary Kay Torretti  Ann Simmons 
Carol LeVan   Celia Stamm 
Alice Donaldson  Kath Schwieger 
Carol Friery   Lisa Bernard 
Carol Thomas   Betty Veening 
 

All Church Picnic Sept. 11 
John & Marcia Aikey +  Sam & Barb Taggart  

Brad & Jennifer Wakeman Paul & Karen Miller 

Chet & Lynn James  Mike Mast 

John & Sandy Miller 

 

Bike Ride Oct. 2 
Dave & April Shrom + Liz North 

Howard & Beverly Stoelting  

 

+Are the conveners of the activity 

Leaf  Peeper Hike Oct. 16 
Bill & Sharon Dittmar + Steve & Alesia Foster 

Jim & Marilyn Zaiser  Guy & Jan Temple 

Thomas & Louann Graves Bart Shaffer 

Larry & Sue Barnhart  Tim & Lauren Halteman 

Brent & Ashley Papson James & Ally Weaver 

 

Guess Whoõs Coming to Dinner 
Joseph & Marguerite Santorine Ann Roll 

Mark & Amie Reif  Caroline Campagna  

Richard & Marianne Barlett Mary Ann Stanton 

Bill & Beth Shutt  Dave & Libby Robinson 

Pat & Heidi DeCosmo Cliff & Nina Lesher 

John & Linda Vaji 

   

Fall Annual Meeting Luncheon Nov. 13 
Bruce & Alison VanPatter + Dave & Ruth McCord  

Lamar & Lorri Bruckhart Ruby Grimm 

Jerry & Joyce Westbrook Keay Hathaway 

Betty Lou McClure  Linda Cox   

Molly Mayfield 
 

Hanging of the Greens Nov 27 
Linda Shaffer + Peg Erdley 

Susan Erdley  Marilyn Gaver 

Ann Roll  Keith & Dianna Kunkel 

Skip Miller  Jeff & Heather Creighton 

Guissannie family Jack & Louise McCormick 

Leslie Temple  Jack & Rebecca Mignot 

Alice Marquart Brad & Heidi Zimmerman 

 

Christmas Dinner Dec. 4 
Bob & Nancy Martin  Rusty & Karen Graber 

Jeanette Campbell  Karen Ishii 

Jim & Ginny Michael  Bob & Judy Lebda 

Paul & Marsha Tarves Skip Miller 

Terry & Barb Light 

  

 Thank you for serving the church by helping to plan and host events in the coming year.  We are a family, and 

these activities offer the opportunity for lots of “family fun”.   The conveners are responsible for contacting the 

group to organize the event.  We hope that you enjoy meeting and working with the people on your committee. 
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Putting Away the Greens Dec. 27 
Linda+ & Bart Shaffer  Alice Marquart 

Keith & Dianna Kunkel Bart Shaffer 

Matt & Wendy McTammany Richard Erdley 

Jack & Rebecca Mignot 

 

Winter Retreat @ Camp Susque  
Feb. 3-5 

Office Staff+   Liz Kidney 

Amy Cooper   Mark Temple family 

Molly Mayfield   

 

Adult Night Dessert/Comedy Feb. 11 
Alesia+ & Steve Foster  Seth & Vickie Ziegler 

Dave & Libby Robinson Gerry Schwieger 

Rick & Kathy Gathman Jody Zimmerman 

Dave & Paula Young  Joe & Karen Gallagher 

Karen Fox 

 

Family Fun Night March 5 
John & Amy Tirpak  Fred & Tanya Dyroff 

Mike & Kim Gilger  Jason & Sarah Friedberg 

Andrew & Jayme Host Scott & Kristin McVicar 

Mike & Erin Redding  Tom & Avis Hans 

 

Annual Meeting Luncheon March 18 
Bob & Christena+ Harder Keay Hathaway 

David & Cathy Carey  Roger & Nancy Curran 

Tom & Ann Miller  Sharon Pearce  

Molly Mayfield 

 

Jonah Sight & Sound Trip March 31 
Tom & Marilyn Gresh Randy & Kathy Storm 

Dave & Marcia Thomas Dale & Mindy Lind 

Dave & Carolyn McSween Amber Lind 

Clint & Karen Shurtliffe 

Easter Breakfast April 8 
Rob & Lisa Black +  Bill & Lisa Bernard  

Caroline Campagna+  Richard Erdley 

Skip Miller   Bart Shaffer  

 
Girls of All Ages Event  May 5 or 6 
Jan Temple  Melanie Brown Sukey Han 

Lisa Bernard Emily Chiboroski Jackie Mast 

Lisa Sabo Betty Lou McClure Marge Gill 

Kath Schwieger 

  

All Church Picnic & Kayak May 27 
Keith & Pat Ringkamp + Jesse North 

John & Leslie Mutschler Rich Cooper 

Brad & Jennifer Wakeman Paul & Karen Miller 

Larry Fletcher   Chet & Lynn James 

Mike Mast   John & Sandy Miller 

Sam & Barb Taggart  Martha Miller 

David Nicholson 

 

Strawberry Festival June 13 
Dave & April Shrom + Lori Barth 

Mark & Kathy Davies  Ken & Jeannie Lepley 

Chris Reinhart   Barbara Schmidt 

Jean Morgensen  Tom & Ann Miller  

Mike & Amy Matukaitis Jeanette Campbell 

Howard & Beverly Stoelting Noel Curtis 

Naomi Gartzke 

 

IceCream Social /Hymn Sing July28 
Guy & Jan Temple  Tom & Avis Hans 

Ed Sigl & Mary Beth Gray Chuck & Janet Spurr 

Maurice & Deb Brubaker Bob & Jean Hormell 

John & Jessie Walsh  Seth & Judith Ziegler 
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Sunday School Pre-K through 5th Grade Sundays 9 - 10 a.m. 

Begins Sunday, September 11  

We're kicking off the Sunday School year on September 11th with Rally Day, a morning of special 

activities, fun and excitement! You don't want to miss it! 
 

The Big Idea 

Pre-K through 5th Grade 

Sundays 10:30 a.m. (during the Worship Service) 

Begins Sunday, September 11 

So what's knowing Jesus all about, anyway? Find out at this just-for-kids event, packed each week 

with music, storytelling, games, and more!   
 

Nursery 

Birth to age 3 

Sundays 9 - 10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  

Little ones have their own special place each week to experience God's love through play and music.  
 

Mustard Seeds 

3rd, 4th and 5th Grade 

Wednesdays 5 - 7 p.m. 

Begins Wednesday, September 21 

Where can kids find food, friends, music, games and tons of fun all in one place? You'll find it all 

Mustard Seeds, a place to have a great time and dive deeper together 

into stuff kids really care about.  
 

Sparrows 

K, 1st and 2nd Grade 

First Wednesday of the Month 5 - 7 p.m. 

Begins Wednesday, October 5 

Come for cool crafts, silly songs, great games, food, and fellowship with friends! 
 

Leaders 

First Presby Kids Leaders are all about loving kids just the way God made them and teaching them 

about our amazing God. Whether you're part of weekly events or helping out behind-the-scenes, 

there are so many ways that you can use your gifts in this ministry. If you want to share the love of 

Jesus by serving at First Presby Kids, contact Carolyn McSween, carolynmcsween@gmail.com, or 

(570) 939-2119.  
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Mark your calendar for the following upcoming events: 
Sunday, October 2nd - Bike Hike 
Sunday, October 9th - Leaf Peeper Hike 
Details will be in the church bulletin soon! 

Kickoff Party In the Park 

See You at the Pole  
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Volunteers for September 
 Greeters  Nursery  Coffee Social 

September 

    4  Host   King family  Lemonade 

  11  McSween  Barnhart/Barth Rally Day 

  18  Schweiger  Aikey/Barlett  Dave & Ruth McCord 

  25  Stanton  Bernard/Black Rob & Lisa Black 

Sunday September 11 beginning at 4:00!  Join us for a great time of 
food and fellowship at the Kelly Crossroads Picnic Area.  Games for kids of all ages and 
time to just sit and relax.  Sliced ham, hotdogs, chips, drinks and paper goods supplied , all 
you need to bring is a dish to share and the desire to have a great time. 
 
Due to bridge construction at Kelly Crossroads there are new directions to get to the picnic 
area: Directions:  Take Rt 15 North to the red light at BZ Motors.  Turn left off of Rt 15 and 
drive a block, turning right onto JPM Rd.  Drive on JPM Rd. for 2 miles.  Turn left onto Col. 
John Kelly Rd.  Drive about 2.5 miles and turn right onto Fort Titzell's Road.  Stay on Fort 
Titzell Rd for almost 2 miles.  At the intersection of Fort Titzell and Crossroads Drive go 
straight.  The picnic area is on the left (about 1/10th of a mile.) 

September 2011 First Press 

First Presbyterian Church 

18 Market St   

Lewisburg PA 17837 
(570) 524-4419 
www.first-presby.org 
Dr. James C. King 

“Living fully in Christ, through His word, community and mission.” 


