
January is the time of 
resolutions, fresh starts, 
and change.  Here are a 
couple changes I would 
like you to consider. 
 

Recently I read a book 
that made the distinction 
between friendliness and 
hospitality.  Friendliness 
is a general kindness, but 
doesn’t require much.  
Hospitality is a welcome, 
a kindness, care that goes 
much deeper than friend-
liness and often requires 
intentional effort.  I was 
convicted.  I think we, as 
a congregation, are gener-
ally friendly, but we can 
grow significantly in our 
hospitality.  The elders 
and I have had some dis-
cussion regarding this.  
Anticipate hearing more 
about this. 
 

Even in our friendliness 
there is room to grow.  
An example; parking is a 
problem that is not going 
to go away.  It is difficult 
to find a parking spot on 
Sunday mornings and it 
can even be a challenge 

on some evenings.  One 
act of thoughtful friendli-
ness, an act of hospitality, 
we can make (if you are 
able bodied) park farther 
away and walk a couple of 
blocks.  Dr. Larry Winans’ 
office is two blocks away.  
He has a very nice parking 
lot that is a 90 second 
walk from the church 
down Cherry Alley and 
Chestnut Tree Alley (I 
walk fast, so perhaps 2 – 2 
½ minutes is more accu-
rate).   Other places to 
park that are within a cou-
ple of blocks of the church 
are down Cherry Alley 
and on nearby streets.  
Parking and walking is a 
healthy thing to do for 
those that are able, and 
frees up parking spaces 
both in front of and be-
hind the church for sen-
iors, families with small 
children, and visitors.  We 
are giving thought to creat-
ing a shuttle service for 
our seniors who could 
benefit from such a ser-
vice. 

 Another change I would 
like you to consider is 

your involvement within 
the life of the church.  
Answer this question; is 
my involvement in our 
congregation active or 
passive?  That is, are you 
learning, giving, and 
you’ve found a place to 
use your gifts? Active.  
Or are you, for the most 
part, receiving, being fed 
spiritually, but not found 
the place God would 
have your use your abili-
ties and gifts?  Passive.  If 
you are passive, then I 
encourage you to find a 
ministry area of the 
church to become in-
volved in.   If you are 
active, then I encourage 
you to seek out someone 
that is not active in a 
ministry and invite them 
to join you.  Because we 
are always growing and 
changing, if you see an 
area for ministry that 
isn’t being addressed we 
want to know. We will 
work together to see how 
we might meet this need 
and be more hospitable. 

Jim 
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

First Press 

January Birthdays 

1 - Noël Curtis, Marjorie Gill, Sharon Kribbs, Deb Brubaker 
2 - Caroline Campagna, Grace Van Patter 
3 - Nick Tischio 
5 - Wendy McTammany 
7 - John Mutschler 
9 - Roger Curran 
11 - Jesse North 
12 - Goodman quads; Reece, Clark and Grace 
15 - Zach Vaji, Alex Sabo 
17 - Mary Shaffer 
18 - Christina Han 
19 - Nathaniel Vaji, Erik Hall,  
21 - Peggy Starkey, Shawn Jones 
22 - Karen Graber 
23 - Jim Zaiser, Matt Reinhart 
24 - Andrew King, Serena DeCosmo 
25 - Stephanie Samuelson 
27 - Janet Spurr, Kyle Guissanie, Michael Fox 
28 - Judy Miller, Clint Shurtliffe, Kate Findlay 
 Logan and Dana James,  Robert Han 
29 - Jean Hormell 
30 - Seth Young 
31 - Baker Lumpkin, Terry McLaughlin 

January Anniversaries 

2 - Dave & Judy Miller celebrating their  

29th wedding anniversary 
 

9 - David & April Shrom celebrating their  

 34th wedding anniversary 
 

11 - Ken & Jean Lepley celebrating their  

 8th wedding anniversary 
 

15 - Press & Joanne Shannon celebrating 
their 17th wedding anniversary 

 

Soup, sandwiches and desserts in the Great Hall following the worship service.  All the 
proceeds will go towards the Youth Summer Mission Trip to Red Lake Minnesota in July.  

Chicken Corn Chowder  ‘to go’ will also be available by the quart .  

Reservations are not necessary, however, they would be helpful.  

Sign up in the church bulletin to make reservations and order soup. 

 



In the library we'll be reviewing/discussing Timothy 
Keller's book, The Reason for God (he is also author 
of The Prodigal God).  There is some video to ac-
company the book in addressing "...the frequent 
doubts that skeptics, and even ardent believers, have 
about religion."  Literature, philosophy, real-life con-
versations, and reasoning explain how the belief in a 
Christian God is sound and rational.  The book is 
for anyone who wants to bolster their personal 
Christian faith and ability to witness and stand 
strong in an Age of Skepticism.  Teacher's assisting 
will be Dave Shrom, Bart Shaffer, and Rusty Graber. 

Adult Sunday School Classes in the New Year 

grown son, remembering with 
pride his athletic father.  

Sometimes the stories are fresh 
and the emotions raw; at other 
times they are polished by the 
years and delivered in a com-
posed, reflective tone. Fresh or 
preserved in time, they are un-
failingly important stories, and I 
am their privileged recipient. I 
am delighted by images of a 
much younger woman, casting 
for trout in a mountain stream. I 
am awed by testimony that, two 
weeks before the tenor’s passing, 
the altos heard an exceptionally 

vibrant voice soaring behind 
them. I give thanks for these sto-
ries and promise to return for 
more. Then we pray to a master 
teller who, I remind them, loves 
us and is moving us—with all our 
stories-- toward an ending and 
into a new story that defies our 
imagination. 

“STORIES” 
Just a few weeks into my duties 
as our Lay Visitation Pastor, I 
have found a connection be-
tween my new position and my 
college major, literature. 
Through stories, poems, and 
plays, literature broadens our 
understanding of people and 
gives us a greater appreciation 
for life.  

When I knock on a door, I am 
invited not into a work of litera-
ture but into a home and a life. I 
sit down and listen to the story 
of a wife caring for her husband; 
a widow, building a new life; or a 
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In the parlor God has something amazing to do in 
you and through you this year!  Do you know what 
that is?  Sometimes we can get stuck in spiritual 
ruts.  Our outlook becomes small.  Don’t worry – it 
has happened to many people, even those in Scrip-
ture.  This class, Clueless, will look at some of 
them: people who were shaken loose from their per-
spective to a new work of God.  The class will com-
bine small-group brainstorming, discussions led by 
Mike Mast and live drawings created by Bruce Van 
Patter determined by the truths discovered by the 
groups.  Ready for something new?  Join us in the 
parlor. 

Sunday School begins at 9:00 am.   

Two adult classes are being offered this ten week session, beginning January 9th: 



 

and one for January: 

Monday January 3rd – Back 
to School Breakfast and Bi-
ble Study in the Great Hall 
at 9am 

Tim and Lauren Halte-
man are lining up activi-
ties for our post high 
school young adults.  

 had a few events 
planned for December 
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All Church Christmas Dinner 

First Press 
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January Special Events 

January 8th: Service Project Day, Meet at the church at 10:00 am. We will be  

Working on a local community project with the borough of Lewisburg. Bring a 
bag lunch. Sign up with Tim or Lauren by 01/05 if you plan to attend. 
 

January 9th: Belgium Waffle Brunch, rescheduled from last month! Join us at our home right 
after church for a yummy brunch of Belgium waffles and more! Middle School and High 
School welcome! Please RSVP to us by 01/05. 
 

January 17th: Girls Card Party, Join us in the church Parlor from 1pm-3:30pm for an after-
noon of card making...Valentine«s Day cards, birthday cards, all occasion cards. This will be a 
time to hang out and work on a craft. Middle School and High School welcome! Bring your 
friends too! You will also have a chance to purchase some card making supplies if you want, 
but it is not necessary! Snacks will be provided! 
 

January 17th: Guys Game Day, Meet in the Great Hall from 1pm-3pm for an afternoon of 
games with Tim! Middle School and High School welcome! Snacks provided.  
 

January 21st: Movie Night, Join us in the Cave from 7-10 for a night of movies and popcorn! 
Middle School and High School welcome! Feel free to bring friends too! 
 

January 28th: Winter Jam 2011, We are headed to the Bryce Jordan Center for a night of 
Christian Rock!! $10 at the door!  You will hear: speaker Tony Nolan, Chris Sligh, Chris Au-
gust, Sidewalk Prophets, KJ-52, NewSong , RED, Sanctus Real, Francesca Battistelli, David 
Crowder Band & the Newsboys. High School welcome! Sign up with Tim or Lauren by 
01/26! 
 

January 29th: Potluck for Poverty Dinner, Help kick off our month of Poverty Awareness and 
join us for an interactive and educational dinner experience! Please sign up with Tim or Lauren 
by 01/26 if you plan to attend and to be assigned a dish to bring. Middle School and High 
School welcome!  
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Pulpit Assistant: Brent Papson 

Ushers: Mark Davies, Richard Erdley, Eric Schmidt, Bill, Kerry and Kyle Shutt, Joseph, Christian and 

Daniel Gallagher, Mark and Calvin Reif 

 Nursery:      Greeters:   Coffee Social: 

Jan. 2 Young, B. Zimmerman, Van Patter  Speake    no coffee 

Jan. 9 Weaver, M. Thomas, Santorine   James    Guissanie 

Jan. 16 B. Snyder, Tirpak, Tarves   Westbrook   Speake 

Jan. 23 Lepley, Spurr     Gilger    Graber 

Jan. 30 Ringkamp, J. Miller, Gilger   Papson    Fisher 

Dinner By the River: 6: Dittmar Team, 13: Ringkamp Team, 20: Jordan Team, 27: Bruce/Ishii Team 

I am really excited about this 
year’s Church Winter Retreat 
at Camp Susque.  It has all the 
elements to be great.  We have 
moved the Retreat to the first 
weekend of February, increas-
ing the likelihood that there 
will be sledding, skating, and 
even cross county skiing.  
Mike Miosi, the Director of 
Camp Susque, will be our 
speaker.  I know Mike to be a 
gifted and passionate man of 
God.  You will want to hear 
what God has to say to us 
through Mike.  Scott Ring-
kamp will be leading the mu-
sic.  Tim and Lauren Halte-
man will be coordinating the 
program for our youth.  Liz 
Kidney will be leading the pro-
gram for our children.   
 

The best part of the Susque 
weekend is the fellowship 
time; casual conversations, 
playing together, eating to-

gether.  Meals and snacks at 
Susque are delicious.  The 
camp has significantly im-
proved their beds, so if that has 
been a significant concern in 
the past, it may be less so now.    
 
You may be thinking, ―the first 
weekend of February, that’s Su-
per Bowl weekend.‖  What bet-
ter way to get away from all the 
hype than to be in God’s crea-
tion with one another, growing 
in our faith, and having a great 
time doing it.  You’ll be home 
by 2:30 on Sunday, and kickoff 
is not until 6:30.  Trust me, 
even if your team is playing, you 
won’t miss a thing.  I am sure 
that you will really enjoy our 
weekend together at Camp Sus-
que, please call the church of-
fice or use the church bulletin 
insert to register.    
Jim 

First Presbyterian Church 
18 Market St  
Lewisburg PA 17837 
(570)524-4419 
 www.first-presby.org 
Rev. James C. King 

“Living fully in Christ, through His Word, 
community and mission.” 

Join us at Camp Susque  

February 4-6.   


