
 

It doesnôt say there wonôt 

be problems, misunder-

standings, or conflicts.  It 

does say that love 

ñalways protects, always 

trust, always hopes, al-

ways preserves.ò  I rec-

ommend reading this in 

your devotional time 

prior to gathering with 

family for the holidays. 

It is my hope and prayer 

that you and your family 

have a really good 

Thanksgiving, not be-

cause it was like a Nor-

man Rockwell painting, 

but because family really 

loved one another. 

May you have blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

Jim K 

For many of us when we 

think of Thanksgiving 

we think of gathering 

with family.  Weôve all 

heard that the American 

family is under attack.   I 

have a wild concept: I 

believe one person has 

done more to harm the 

American family than 

anyone else?  Norman 

Rockwell.  Okay, not 

really Norman himself, 

rather the stereotype of 

family that is the legacy 

of his art.  It creates the 

misconception that our 

families should be like a 

ñNorman Rockwell 

painting.ò 

This is not the portrayal 

of family that the Bible 

paints.  In fact every 

family portrayed in 

Scripture is pretty 

messed up.  The Old 

Testament is filled with 

stories of misbehavior 

and animosity toward 

family members.  The 

New Testament does not 

have many stories of 

families, but most of 

them show some level of 

hostility toward family 

members.  At one point 

Jesusô own family was 

antagonistic toward His 

ministry (Mark 3:21). 

Within the Christian 

community this miscon-

ception manifests itself 

in the idea that, ña good 

Christian family is a 

trouble free family.ò  

The reality is ña Chris-

tian familyò is one that 

loves one another 

through thick and thin, 

deals with problems in 

loving and caring ways, 

extends and receives for-

giveness, and seeks rec-

onciliation.  I Co-

rinthians 13, the 

Love Chapter, is 

frequently read at 

weddings, but it 

applies to all lov-

ing relationships.  
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May all who come behind us find us faithful. 

November 2009 



We will be sending care packages to our college stu-

dents the first week in December.  Our Mustard Seeds 

students will be decorating and packing the boxes for 

them on Dec. 2. 

 

Ä Please call or e-mail the church office with your stu-

dentôs address (even if it is the same as last year).   

 

Ä If you would like to contribute something to the 

boxes please drop the items off in the box located in the 

Parlor.  Requested items are: chapstick, small tissue 

packs, hand sanitizer, snack crackers, small snack bags, 

gum, granola bars, fruit roll ups, fruit snacks, ramen 

noodles, microwavable soup, home-baked treats etc.  

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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1 - Bill Shutt 

2 - Jessica Rigdon 

3 - Peter Jones  

4 - John Tirpak 

5 - Brad Lawton, Fletcher Bell 

6 - Beth Shutt 

7 - Judy Lebda, Kristin McVicar,  

9 - Bill Dittmar 

11 - Joan Bush, Alice Donaldson, Lisa Sabo 

12 - Wayne Samuelson, Joshua Tirpak 

14 - Sadie Mutschler 

17 - Jean Ruhl, Ashley Cox, Brooke Zimmerman 

18 - Tom Rich, Sarah Reif 

19 - Jim Apple, Scott Ringkamp, Tyler Aikey 

21 - Pat Oberlin 

22 - Nate Michael, Jared Young, Will Van Patter 

27 - Karen Miller 

28 - Larry Lawson, Bob Lebda, Marianne Barlett 

30 - Shirley Grose, Becky Lumpkin, Sue Barnhart 

3 - Kirk & Nicole Jarrett celebrating  

 their 3rd wedding anniversary 

7 - Larry & Marian Fletcher celebrating  

 their 39th wedding anniversary 

12 - Daryl & Janine Fisher celebrating  

 their 27th wedding anniversary 

20 - Wayne & Naomi Gartzke celebrating  

 their 64th wedding anniversary 

20 - Mark & Leslie Temple celebrating 

         their 16th wedding anniversary 

24 - Stephen & Rebekah DeLong celebrating 

          their 8th wedding anniversary 

24 - Cliff & Nina Lesher celebrating  

 their 21st wedding anniversary 

25 - Chris & Joyce Zellmann celebrating  

 their 31st wedding anniversary 

26 - Bob & Sharon Kribbs celebrating  

 their 43rd wedding anniversary 



The House of Hope Susquehanna 

Valley, has been one of First 

Presbyterianôs local missions 

since shortly after the facilityôs 

opening in 2006.  The organiza-

tion is a nondenominational, 

nonprofit  residential and educa-

tional home for troubled teens 

where they can be nourished, 

protected, and reconciled with 

their families through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the Word 

of God.  Education, Christian 

counseling and spiritual guid-

ance are administered in a loving 

home-style environment as ef-

forts are made to bring about 

healing for teens and their fami-

lies.   

The facility is located on a 37 

acre property in Rush Township 

that includes a residential build-

ing with 4 bedrooms and a three 

room apartment.  There is a 

14,000 square foot building used 

for the office, school and counsel-

ing center. A three stall garage 

has been renovated into a chapel 

and library.  Eventually they hope 

to house 48 residents and to fur-

ther develop the surrounding land 

for agricultural use and outdoor 

athletic fields.   

Currently there are six female 

teenage residents lead by four full 

time SVHOH staff members. The 

staff is composed of young 

women who cook for, chauffeur, 

lead devotions and oversee the 

chores of the residents, much as a 

mom or dad would.   

There are also nonresidential coed 

students that attend on weekdays.  

These students suffer from anger 

problems, drug and/or physical 

abuse, depression, and eating or 

anxiety disorders.  Each student 

attends the on-campus Hope 

Academy which features Accel-

erated Christian Education 

(ACE) and A Beka programs.   

The ACE program offers a high 

school diploma with transferable 

credits.  

The SVHOH staff also counsels 

families with weekly parent edu-

cation classes and counseling 

sessions.  An  important part of 

the organizationôs mission is to 

work with both students and 

their families to restore the fam-

ily after the teen graduates from 

the House of Hope program. 

Wilmer Leinbach, SVHOH 

chair, will give the Minute for 

Mission during the worship ser-

vice on November 15th.  He will 

also be available for questions in 

the Parlor after the service for 

those interested in learning more 

about this important local mis-

sion.  

We will be adorning the sanctuary with poinsettias during the Christmas season.  If 

you would like to sponsor a poinsettia in memory or honor of someone, please com-

plete the form found in the Sunday bulletin, or stop by the church office.   You may 

pick up your poinsettia following worship on Dec. 24th.  Any poinsettias left after the 

27th will be shared with a nursing home. 

Moment for Mission  
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The Susquehanna Valley Chorale Children's Chorus will perform in concert Sunday, 

Nov. 22nd, 3 PM, in our sanctuary.  Director Valerie Flamini Caldwell and the chil-

dren will be joined by pianist Coleen Renshaw and harpist Ruth Hunter in a seasonal 

program.  Rachel Wakeman and Nate Reid of our congregation are SVCCC singers 

this fall.  Tickets are $8 at the door, ages 6 and under free.  Auditions for new singers 

(grades 2 - 9) will be held Dec. 5th. Winter season rehearsals on the campus of Sus-

quehanna University begin Jan. 4th, with a performance on Mar. 28th.   

To schedule an audition, contact Coleen, (570)837-0634, rrenshaw@ptd.net  For audition informa-

tion see www.svcmusic.org. 

mailto:rrenshaw@ptd.net
http://www.svcmusic.org/

