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2009 OCC NUMBERS : 

4 tractor trailers loaded to 

the brim 

261 boxes packed by the 

youth of our church 

452 total boxes from our 

church 

6,274 shoe boxes collected 

at the Lewisburg Center 

17,655 shoe boxes were 

loaded into the trucks 

A big thank you to the Reif 

family and all their helpers! 

sions.  Many of our mis-

sionaries are really 

struggling to maintain 

their financial support.  

With over 40 missionar-

ies there are always 

some that are retiring or 

moving on to other 

things and leaving the 

mission field, so there is 

some flexibility within 

our mission dollars. The 

session, through the 

work of our Mission 

Committee, is commit-

ted to supporting these 

missionaries and re-

sponding to their needs.  

This will require the 

support of the congrega-

tion both this month and 

next year. 

The Magi brought Jesus 

gifts. I encourage you 

this Christmas to make a 

special gift to the church 

for all of our ministries 

and all of our missionar-

ies. 

May God bless you this 

Christmas! 

Jim 

Christmas is the begin-

ning of the fulfillment of 

Godôs promise of re-

demption through His 

Only Son, Jesus the 

Christ; the ultimate ex-

pression of Godôs faith-

fulness.  Simeon and 

Anna both had God-

given visions of what 

lay ahead for Jesus.  The 

Magi came bringing 

gifts in response to 

Godôs greatest gift. 

Recently the Session 

(the board of elders) has 

made a couple of deci-

sions that I think are 

consistent with those 

initial responses to 

Godôs work in Christ-

mas. 

Last month the session 

began a ñVisioning 

Process.ò   We spent a 

Saturday morning iden-

tifying who we are as a 

congregation; our 

strengths and our growth 

areas.  We then began 

the process of discerning 

the direction(s) that we 

believe God is leading 

us.  To continue this 

work the session is cre-

ating a ñVision Team 

2010ò, which will be 

going about the hard 

work of leading us, as a 

congregation, in this dis-

cerning process.  Please 

keep the Vision Team 

2010 in your prayers.  

This will not be easy 

work, but it is important 

work. 

The other important de-

cision that the session 

made last month has to 

do with our finances.  

With an anticipated 

budget shortfall of be-

tween $20,000 - $30,000 

the session has had 

many discussions re-

garding possible budget 

cuts for next year and 

perhaps even for the re-

mainder of this year.  

Our mission budget has 

been a part of these dis-

cussions.  During our 

November meeting at 

the end of the discussion 

we had an even greater 

commitment to mis-
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From the Pastor 

May all who come behind us find us faithful. 

December 2009 



1-Maggie Storm 

3-Peggie Ulp, Erik Temple 

4-David Han 

5-Marcia Aikey 

6-Cole Temple,  

8-Jackie Wottrich 

9-Hannah Jones 

10-Katie Young 

11-Wesley Sigl 

15-Elsie Raffensperger, Charles Spurr 

16-Jim Friery 

18-Carol Crago, Calvin Reif, Nathan Fox 

19-Naomi Gartzke, Kathy Davies 

20-John Aikey, Amy Tirpak 

21-Ally Foster 

23 - Marguerite Santorine 

24-David McCord, Nancy Martin, Alison Bennett  

26-Jean Morgensen 

27-Erik Lawton,  

28-Betty Comerer, Sharon Dittmar 

30-Lynn James, Greg Speake 

31-Gerald Westbrook, Libby Robinson 
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3ï Ed & Joan Hunter celebrating their 32nd 

 

8-Jim & Pauline King celebrating their 14th 

 

12-Kirk & Paige Kerstetter celebrating their 10th  

 

13-Brad & Heidi Zimmerman celebrating their 8th  

 

27-Guy & Jan Temple celebrating their 51st 

 

29ï Rob & Karen Guissanie celebrating their 19th 

During inclement weather please tune into the local radio station.  If the Lewis-

burg Area School District cancels or lets out early then all evening programs at 

  the church will be cancelled.  On a Sunday morning there will always be 

church.  Please use caution and wisdom in deciding if you should join us. 

WEATHER 

Signup sheets are available on the back railing to assist with the Christmas 

Dinner.  Paul Miller óand companyô will be hosting the dinner. 

Roasted turkeys, hams, and baked pies are especially needed.  The Dinner is 

served from 11-1 in the Great Hall or may be delivered.  Please call the 

church office to arrange for delivery (524-4419) 

ADVISORY  



Stirring the Soup, ministry for our 

Seniors, will take place on Tuesday, 

December 15th at 11:30 in the Great 

Hall.   

Sharon Kribbs will accompany a 

Christmas Carol Hymn Sing.  There 

will also be a narrative Christmas 

reading.  Join the Seniors as they fel-

lowship and take time away to reflect 

on the Christmas season.   

Immediately following the Christmas 

Hymn Sing there will be a delicious 

soup luncheon.   

Watch the bulletin for an oppor-

tunity to signup or call the 

church office 524-4419. 

If you have any suggestions for 

the next Stirring the Soup, please 

contact Christena Harder, Lisa 

Black or Libby Robinson. 

P.S. Photos from the Bakery 

Tour will be hanging on the bul-

letin board adjacent to the youth 

director office door. 

Within the Sunday 

School department 

we need a Chris-

tian Education Di-

rector to over see 

the Sunday School 

curriculum order-

ing and teacher 

staffing for the 

youth.   

Lastly we need a 

As we conclude 2009 

and look to 2010 we 

have a few openings 

within the Christian 

Education Depart-

ment.   

We are in need of 

a Vacation Bible 

School Director.  

VBS will take place 

June 22-26. 

third teacher in the 

Kindergarten 

teaching rotation.   

If you are interested in 

more information or 

feel led to fill any of 

these vacancies, please 

call the church office 

524-4419 or Kathy 

Davies 523-7970. 

STAFFING NEEDS 

Lesley Brouse,  

Trustee: John Mutschler, Jen-

nifer Wakeman 

Please find an opportunity to 

thank them personally for 

their faithful service to our 

Lord and to our congregation. 

THANK YOU TO OUR OFF ICERS WHO ARE CONCLUDING TERMS  

We are thankful for those who 

have concluded their terms as 

officers of our church. 

Elders: Tom Gresh, Dave 

Robinson, Bill Roll and Jim 

Zaiser 

Deacons: Larry Barnhart, 
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The Deacons are collecting the following items in any size 

for children: flannel pajama bottoms and zip-front hooded 

sweatshirts.  

Please place your donations on the tree rack in the Parlor by 

Dec.13th so that the Clothes Sharing Program may receive 

them in time to distribute them. 

As the old adage goes, what goes up 

must come down. The ñputting away 

the greensò will take place on Monday 

Dec. 28th at 10:00.  Anyone available 

on that morning is welcome to join us. 
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The Cantata and Christmas Dinner will take place on Sunday, December 6th.  The cantata will be per-

formed Dec. 6 for both the 10:30am service and again at 4:00pm right before the church Christmas Din-

ner.  It is entitled "I Hear the Prophet Callin'."  The collection uses both music and narration to tell the 

Christmas story from prophecy to fulfillment.  The music reflects a number of different genres including: 

Appalachian, Irish, Latin, Cajun, and Early American.   

On March 26-29, 2010 there will be a high 

school youth ski trip where we will hop on 

a charter bus and head to Southern Ver-

mont for 2 full days of skiing.  

The cost for this trip is $250 and includes 

everything except ski/snowboard rentals 

and lunches.  

We also have a non-ski package available 

for $200 for those of you that just want to 

come and lounge. 

A deposit of $100 for this trip is due by 

January 22nd. This is the trip you want 

your high school student to be on. Spots 

are limited so sign up fast!  

The church sign on Market Street is 

feeling its age. The door no longer fits 

properly, sometimes allowing the 

wind to eliminate the letters from the 

message!  Many spiders have also 

taken up residence on the inside. The 

Trustees are looking into the purchase  

of a new sign.  If you would like to 

make a  donation please earmark your 

check for the ñchurch signò.  
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Writing Letters  Stuffing 215 Shoeboxes!  

Wrapping the Boxes  


