
   

 

For the New Year many people make resolutions.  We might think of 
that as being fairly pagan, but since continued growth is a significant 
element of the Christian life resolutions are a good thing.  One resolu-
tion that is not unusual is to draw closer to God.  The danger with any 
resolution or goal is leaving it in the abstract, not really having a plan. 
When it comes to drawing closer to God I do have a three step plan for 
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ministry within the life of the church.  And you thought one of the steps 
was going to be to regularly attend worship. 
As a congregation we are using a Bible reading plan from Bill Carl, 
President of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  The plan requires read-
ing only one chapter a day.  I continue to be amazed at how something I 
have read a dozen times can hit me in a fresh and meaningful way.  I 
have also found that less is more.  By only reading a chapter a day I re-
tain more of what I have read. The guides are available on the back rail-
ing in the Narthex. 
As a congregation one of our goals in this New Year is to increase the 
visibility and congregational involvement in the small group/Bible study 
ministry we call Life Groups.  Participating in a regular study, prayer, 
and fellowship time with 8-12 others is a great way to grow in your faith 
and understanding.   Just ask anyone in a Life Group and they will tell 
you how important that group is to them.  Look at the Life Groups listed 
on page 3, contact a host or leader and join them in this New Year. 
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is clear on this and anyone who has served in a ministry within a con-
gregation will tell you that you are not really involved in the life of the 
church until you are serving in some capacity.  From important roles in 
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plenty of opportunities to serve. 
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