
Recently I have been 

thinking about two 

high profile national 

(really international) 

concerns and how 

they affect the life of 

the church.  One is 

the economy and the 

other is the H1N1 

virus. 

As you are probably 

aware, many charita-

ble organizations are 

really struggling this 

year.  In general giv-

ing is way down.  

Many of our mission-

aries are really strug-

gling these days 

(remember 30% of 

our budget goes to 

support our mission-

aries).  The giving to 

Godôs work through 

our congregation is 

down; about $15,000 

from a year ago.  We 

have been anticipat-

ing this and made 

some adjustments 

accordingly, so our 

spending is down sig-

nificantly; about 

$30,000 from a year 

ago.  Currently the 

gap between our giv-

ing and spending is 

about $20,000.  We 

are always in a deficit 

this time of year.  

This gap is about half 

of what it was a year 

ago.  I am confident 

that through the faith-

fulness of everyone 

within our congrega-

tion we will bridge 

this gap in the fourth 

quarter.  I believe in 

an uncertain eco-

nomic environment 

continued giving re-

quires more faith.  In 

times like this our 

natural desire is to 

give less.  I believe 

God can and will use 

this as an opportunity 

to grow peopleôs faith 

through there contin-

ued giving. I encour-

age you to keep the 

faith and perhaps take 

a further step of faith 

to help us end the 

year well.   

Some might see how 

we address the H1N1 

virus as a test of 

faith.  On Sunday 

mornings we shake a 

lot of hands and hold 

hands for the bene-

diction.  Some might 

look at Mark 16:17-

18 and say, ñall we 

have to do is believe 

and weôll be fine.ò  I 

believe that would be 

a dangerous litmus 

test of our faith and 

could cause some real 

harm.  So for this 

season in our 

churchôs life, when 

we gather, let us be 

sensitive to one an-

other about extending 

hands and taking 

hands.  We also will 

not be holding hands 

during the benedic-

tion until the colds 

and flu season has 

passed.  You may be 

thinking, ñI donôt 

have a problem hold-

ing hands.ò  The per-

son beside you or 

even behind you 

(peer pressure) might.  

The Apostle Paul 

warns us about caus-

ing our weaker 

brother to stumble. I 

Corinthians 8:9 

Our faith manifests 

itself in every area of 

our lives, even our 

finances and our fin-

gers.  

See you on Sunday.   

Jim King  
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May all who come behind us find us faithful. 

 



1: Scott Taylor, Marcus Taylor 

2: Bonnie Troxell 

3: Margaret Ziegler, Jody Zimmerman, Liz North 

4: Melanie Brown, Mike Rigdon 

6: Lindsey Reber 

7: Vanessa Foster 

8: Elizabeth Veening, Dianna Kunkel, Brian Ciotti 

9: Dede Gronlund, Eric Grimes, Nate Van Patter,  

Jack Temple 

10: David Miller, William Roll 

11: Lee Mayfield 

12: Paul Tarves, Samantha Wakeman 

13: Emily Dittmar 

14: Margaret Ritter, Rob Black,  

15: Andy Lynch, Richard Barlett, Michael Jones 

16: Christine Reinhart, Ethan Mutschler 

17: Howard Stoelting, Sam Crago, Doug Miller 

18: Jane Harley 

19: Daniel Hendry 

20: Jack Host 

26: Ruth McCord 

27: Amy Bell 

28: Judy Bruce, John Jones 

29: Sallie Sholley, Marsha Tarves 

31: Ginny Michael 

1 - Eric & Natalie Grimes celebrating their 15th  

1 - Bill & Beth Shutt also celebrating their 15th  

2 - Bill & Judy Bruce celebrating their 32nd  

8 - John & Linda Vaji celebrating their 21st  

10 - Bill & Sharon Dittmar celebrating their 22nd  

10 - Chet & Lynn James celebrating their 22nd  

11 - Howard & Beverly Stoelting celebrating their 57th  

17 - Keith & Diana Kunkel celebrating their 56th  

18 - Tom & Marilyn Gresh celebrating their 40th  

18 - Rusty & Karen Graber celebrating their 19th  

23 - John & Lisa Sabo celebrating their 10th  

24 - Fred & Tanya Dyroff celebrating their 17th  

26 - Paul & Karen Miller celebrating their 24th  

30 - Larry & Xana Winans celebrating their 16th  

Please bring:  

#10 cans of fruits or vegetables, 

 flour, sugar, coffee,  

pasta, rice,  

toilet paper and paper towels.   

On  Sunday; October 25th we will collect 
items to be donated to the  

Presbyterian Home in Williamsport.   
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The American tradition of 

"trick-or-treating" probably 

dates back to the early All 

Souls' Day parades in England. 

During the festivities, poor citi-

zens would beg for food and 

families would give them pas-

tries called "soul cakes" in re-

turn for their promise to pray 

for the family's dead relatives. 

The practice, which was referred 

to as "going a-souling" was 

eventually taken up by children 

who would visit the houses in 

their neighborhood and be given 

ale, food, and money. 
 

So how did 

the traditions 

evolve over 

the past sev-

enty five 

years?  After 

interviewing 

a few church 

members that 

grew up dur-

ing the de-

pression, it 

seems like there were tricks go-

ing on instead of treats.  Kids 

soaped windows, rang doorbells 

and ran, overturned outhouses, 

put porch furniture on roofs and 

one even climbed a houseôs ra-

dio antenna to interrupt the occu-

pantôs reception.  Candy was 

scarce at that time so tricking 

seemed to be the norm.   

Another member who grew up 

during the depression reported 

that his mother did not allow his 

family to go trick or treating as 

she felt Halloween was of the 

devil.  

The following story was submit-

ted by a church member: ñOn 

Halloween night in Detroit, we 

boys didn't go house to house 

under parental supervision call-

ing out "Trick or Treat," but 

rather shouting "Help the Poor." 

We never heard of trick or treat-

ing until we were living in a sub-

urb of NYC.  

In the 1930s we children wore 

tattered costumes like poor or-

phaned kids or else scary cos-

tumes like witches or ghouls. 

The nights leading up to Hallow-

een were anticipated with great 

excitement by all the boys be-

cause it was the time of year 

when a certain amount of silly 

shenanigans of childish mischief 

were grudgingly tolerated by the 

adults. Our favorite prank took a 

little bit of preparation. First, 

weôd have to snitch 

an empty spool of 

thread from mother's 

sewing basketðthe 

bigger the spool the 

better. Then, we'd 

take our jack knives, which boys 

carried in their leather hightops 

(boots), and cut notches all 

around the flange part of the 

spool. Finally, a length of strong 

twine would be wound around 

the spool, through which was 

inserted a long nail or sucker-

stick.  

About 7 o'clock in the evening 

after dinner, families would be 

relaxing in the living room. Dad 

might be dozing in his easy chair 

or reading the newspaper (most 

likely both simultaneously); 

Mom perhaps reading the La-

dies' Home 

Journal or 

listening to 

the radio 

while darning 

the children's socks.  

 After dark we boys would 

gather on the curb under the 

street light in front of our house 

and plot a bit of pre-Halloween 

deviltry. For example, after se-

lecting a "victim's" house, we'd 

sneak up stealthily onto their 

front porch, all the while keep-

ing a sharp lookout and stifling 

giggles of excitement. Then each 

of us would place his notched 

spool firmly but silently against 

the glass of the living-room win-

dow. On the given signal we'd 

all jerk the string long and hard. 

The pane of glass acted like a 

drumhead, sending a sudden, 

resounding burst of staccato 

racket shattering the drowsy se-

renity inside the living room. We 

boys would remain at the win-

dow just long enough to see 

mom shrieking, dad hollering, 

"What the blue blazes!!!", and 

the dog going crazy before we'd 

leap off the front porch and scat-

ter into the darkness. At 8 

o'clock my mother would step 

out onto our front porch and call 

for me to 

come home.ò  

 

Many mem-

bers reported 

memories of 

home-made 

treats 
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like fudge, pop-

corn balls, red 

candied apples 

and cookies.  Par-

ties included ap-

ple bobbing and candy corn was 

always present (actually it was 

invented in the 1880s).  Follow-

ing are recollections from other 

church members who trick or 

treated in the 40ôs-70ôs. 

One church member helped put 

his neighborôs farm wagon on 

the top of the machine 

shed.  The neighbors always 

went to town on Saturday night 

for groceries.  After they left 

several pranksters pulled a 

farm  wagon out of the shed and 

began to take it apart.  With a 

ladder hanging on the side of 

the machine shed they went up 

on the roof with a rope and 

pulled each piece of the wagon 

up on the roof, putting it to-

gether as the parts came 

up.  Soon the wagon was placed 

straddling the roof peak. 

Several of those who put it up 

there were in the crowd of 

neighbors who helped take it 

down the next morning.  Some 

of the parents had an idea about 

how it got up there, but no one 

said a word.  It took more work 

to take it down, than it did to 

put it up there in the first place. 

 

Another member 

talked about 

throwing shelled 

hog corn at the 

neighborôs win-

dows, especially 

enjoying those that would actually 

give chase! 

 

One member was ñmuggedò of all 

his candy.  Tough neighborhood! 

 

Maybe thatôs why another mem-

berôs parents thought it was a hea-

then holiday.  So, this church mem-

ber would sneak out of the house 

wearing some old clothing from the 

attic and join friends to get some 

treats at a few houses. Candy ob-

tained would be the penny type, 

maybe wax candy bottles with juice 

inside or  Mary Janes.  They didn't 

trick the neighbors so they had to 

treat them with a song or two. 

They also found out that if they 

went into the bars you could get a 

few coins thrown at you. (She says 

her parents would have killed her if 

they knew that she was in a bar.) 

 

Another member talked about the 

joy of dressing up and going out 

with friends for many hours comb-

ing the neighborhood for candy.  

Meanwhile, her mother would get 

over 150 kids at their door.  Once 

they were older there was ñmischief 

nightò the night prior to Halloween.  

She remembered putting flour and 

water in bags and throwing it on 

someone's porch.  Then there was 

toilet papering and egg 

throwing too. 

 

Then there was the 

church member who 

caught a skunk and put 

it between the door and 

storm door and rang the doorbellé  

He also would create a creaking/

squeaking noise in neighborôs 

homes by rubbing rosin over a 

string attached to an unsuspect-

ing personôs window.  Appar-

ently it scared them pretty good.  

  

One church member reports that 

they celebrated by trick or treat-

ing for a whole week.  Every-

one handed out treats for a 

week!  Treats such as the big 

size candy bars that were 5¢ 

(now 75¢ ), Hershey bars, Fifth 

Avenue and Almond Joy were 

her favorites.  When her Mom 

ran out of candy she gave ap-

ples or popcorn. 

 

One couple had their Austin 

Healy Sprite 

automobile 

filled up with 

wadded-up 

newspaper on Halloween. 

 

Another couple really gave their 

children a scare!  When their 

children were 

ages 3 and 5, 

the dad carved a 

huge pumpkin 

that fit over his 

head.  They put 

the kids to bed 

upstairs, the father dressed in 

white sheet with the pumpkin 

on his head and went out in the 

front yard.  The mom got the 

kids out of bed and told them to 

look out the window where they 

saw a pumpkin ñghostò dancing 

around!  The kids were fasci-

nated  but scared  until they re-

alized who is was. 
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The Susquehanna Valley Chorale will perform "A Monument to Memory" 

Concert Friday, Oct. 9, 8:00 PM at Weis Center for the Performing Arts, 

Lewisburg.  The Chorale will premiere Alzheimer's Stories by Robert 

Cohen and Herschel Garfein, a new choral/orchestral work commissioned 

by the Chorale, honoring Alzheimer's disease victims and those who love 

them. The spirit of this work evolved from over 75 personal stories shared 

with the Chorale. $15 at the door, svcmusic.org, or call 523-1041. A 52 

piece art quilt exhibit, "Alzheimer's: Forgetting Piece by Piece", will be on 

display at RiverWoods in Lewisburg, Oct. 2nd - 4th. 

 

By the 60ôs costumes were 

still not readily available in 

stores.  They were home-

made.  The person answer-

ing the door had to guess 

who you were.  This 

church member still enjoys 

going trick or treating with 

family members and even 

dressed up as the Runaway 

Bride last year by donning 

a 25¢ wedding dress she 

picked up at a yard sale 

over the summer! 

 

Lastly, a church member 

recalls being fortunate to 

obtain a Davy Jones Mon-

kee costume!  Her funny 

story was when a neighbor 

that was a piano teacher 

was giving lessons one 

Halloween night.  She was 

sitting with her student 

playing the piano.  This 

church member and her 

friends would throw one 

piece of corn at the window 

at a time. Every time the 

corn would hit the window 

she would jump. 

 

We had a few funny tricks, 

now for some funny treats.  

One church members says 

she had a neighbor that 

would give one Hershey 

kiss to each trick or treater.  

Then there was the 

neighbor who broke up 

candy bars and gave 

pieces! 

 

I hope this brings back 

some funny memories from 

your childhood.  It was fun 

to the participants! 

Stirring the Soup will take a tour of  the Buttercrust Bakery 

in Northumberland at 10:00am on October 28th. Please meet 

at the church at 9:30 to ride together.  

There will be a soup luncheon in the Great Hall upon return 

around 11:30.  Please RSVP to the church office or in the bul-

letin insert by Oct. 25th.   

Continued from page 4 

The Chancel Choir is looking to expand its numbers.  If you are interested in 

singing in the choir please plan to join them.  Male voices are 

especially needed. The choir rehearses from 7:30-9:00 on 

Wednesdays in the Choir room, with Cantata practice beginning 

at 8:15. 



The following 

materials have 

recently been added to our collec-

tion:  

Adult Fiction:  

London Refrain (Zion Covenant 

Bk 7)by Bodie & Brock Thoene    

Paris Encore     (Zion Covenant 

Bk 8)by Bodie & Brock Thoene  

Dunkirk Crescendo (Zion Cove-

nant Bk 9) by Bodie & Brock Thoene  

Eighth Shepherd  (A.D. Chroni-

cles)   by Bodie & Brock Thoene     

Ninth  Witness    (A.D. Chroni-

cles)   by Bodie & Brock Thoene     

Wanted (Sisters of the Heart 

series)  by Shelley Shepard Gray  

Forgiven (Sisters of the Heart 

series)  by Shelley Shepard Gray  

Hidden  (Sisters of the Heart 

series)  by Shelley Shepard Gray  

Godõs Samurai, Lead Pilot at 
Pearl Harbor  by George W. Prange   

Joelleõs Secret                                      

by Gilbert Morris           

A Man for Temperance                          
by Gilbert Morris          

Santa Fe Woman                                    

by Gilbert Morris           

Angel Train                                            
by Gilbert Morris           

Sinner (A Paradise Novel)                       
by Ted Dekker               

Black  (The Circle Trilogy Bk 1: 

The Birth of Evil  by Ted Dekker  

Take Two                                                
by Karen Kingsbury        

A Widowõs Hope (The Miller 

Family Series) by Mary Ellis             

A Gift of Grace (Kauffman 

AMISH BAKERY SERIES BK 1)         

Rebeccaõs Reward                                   

by Lauraine Snelling      

Childrenõs Non- fiction:  

Fountains of Life, The Story of 
Deep Sea Vents  by Elizabeth 

Tayntor Gowell   

Juvenile fiction  

Mandie Collection, The   v. 1                  
by Lois Gladys Leppard    

Vents by Runaway (Starlight 

Animal Rescue Bk 1) by Dandi 

Daley Mackall   

 

Non-fiction:  

Into the Deep   by Robert 

Rogers with Stan Finger    

Holy Bible, Large Print     Zon-

dervan                            

CD: 

Best Small Town, The: Volume 
50 (Adventures in Odyssey)     

DVDõs: 

Faith Like Potatoes                                                               

Whatõs So Amazing about 
Grace?  by Philip Yancey       

The last word                          
by Mark Lowry      

Pilgrimõs Progress: with Liam 

Neeson  by John Bunyan           

Childrenõs DVDõs 

Gigiõs Hugest Announcement    

by Sheila Walsh                     

Kidõs Space: A collection of Kid 

Favorites! (songs)          

Camp Harmony & The Celebra-
tion House:  sing-a-long songs  & 

stories (Donut Man)  by Rob Evans  

Sing-A-Long Fun Pack               
by Miss Patty Cake                
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�6�� Wednesday, Oct. 7th 12noon-6pm Christôs Lutheran Church on Mahoning St in Milton  

�6�� Thursday Oct. 8th Noon-6pm Sacred Heart Church 41 S. 8th St. in Lewisburg  

�6�� Monday, Oct. 12th 1-6pm Crossroads Church of the Nazarene in Montandon 

�6�� Friday, Oct. 16th 10-4  Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village Commons Building, Reitz Blvd. in Lewisburg. 

Donors are strongly encouraged  to call for an appointment 524-0400 


