
now perhaps outside, 

reading God’s word.  

Go for a walk, run, or 

ride and spend your 

time talking with God; if 

Jesus did it so should 

we.   
 

You may also find there 

are more temptations 

competing for your Sun-

day mornings.  Please 

remember your pres-

ence in worship has a 

positive impact on oth-

ers, encouraging us all 

as we walk together in 

our walk with our Lord. 

 

-Jim King 

April is a month of 

great transformation in 

nature.  Our landscape 

is changed from the 

grey of winter into the 

brilliant color of spring.  

In the life of the Chris-
tian, April is a curious 

month.  Some years the 

first part of the month 

is filled with the energy 

and excitement of East-

er and other years, like 

this year, it is the month 

that follows Easter. 
 

Even as our landscape 

comes to life, in our 

spiritual life there can 

be a real letdown after 

Easter, which is only 

natural.  You can’t sus-

tain a high level of ener-

gy and intensity all the 

time.  There is a need 

for down-time, periods 

of reflection and rest.  

Jesus frequently went 

off by Himself to pray 
and be alone with His 

Heavenly Father 

(Matthew 14:13,14:23).   
 

The key is to make sure 

that this time after East-

er is a time of growing 

closer to God, not time 

away from God and 

time away from the 

church.  Just as April is 

a time of rapid growth 

in our landscape, it can 

be so in our relationship 

with God.  Spend time, 

From the Pastor 
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5pm and ends around 

7pm but you are wel-

come to show up and 

leave whenever you 

need to! Bring a dinner

-type dish to share, 

beverages and desserts 
are provided. During 

dinner there will be a 

brief devotion and after 

dinner there will be a 

light hearted activity. 

This is a great way to 

connect with our 

church family, enjoy a 

meal together and take 

Join us each first 

Wednesday of the 

month for an all church 

pot luck dinner event in 

the Great Hall! This 

event is for all ages and 

is a casual and relaxed 
time to be together for 

food and fellowship! 

The event starts at 

some time to relax 

during your week! 

 

Each month, we would 

like a team of people to 

"host" the event, which 

requires very little 
preparation!! The team, 

consisting of just a few 

people, would set up 

the beverages and des-

serts, help organize the 

food as it is brought 

into the kitchen and 

help with clean up. 

 

April Birthdays and Anniversaries 

All-Church Pot Luck Wednesdays 
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2 - Nolan Jusko 

3 - Matthew Zimmerman 

4 - Jim King, Shannon Wright 

5 - Brian Zaiser, Nicholas Kovaschetz, Hayden Heid 

7 - David McSween, Lisa Zellmann 

12 - Craig Harley 

14 - Betty Lou McClure, Ellis Harley, Phil Moore, Paul Mil-

ler, Grace Bruckhart 

15 - Pauline King, Natalie Grimes, Claire Lesher 

16 - Alexis Rathburn, Mitchell McSween 

17 - Molly Roussell 

18 - Linda Cox, Lisa Black,  

19 - Ralph Starkey 

20 - Dick Ward, Terry Light, Jessie Walsh,  

Holly Moore, Simon Barlett 
22 - Mark Heid, Ruth Kraus 

23 - Claire Graver 

25 - Talia Host, Rylee Jarrett 

26 - April Shrom 

28 - Amanda Kovaschetz, Alexander & Gabriel Friedberg 

30 - Martha Gill 

April 6 - Don & Glen Dobbs celebrat-

ing their 30th wedding anniversary 

 

April 12 - Rick & Kathy Gathman cel-

ebrating their 41st wedding anniver-

sary 

 

April 22 - George & Dustine Koons 

celebrating their 49th wedding anni-

versary 

 

April 23 - Tom & Jeanette Campbell 

celebrating their 50th wedding anni-

versary 

 
April 23 - Eric & Barb Schmidt also 

celebrating their 50th wedding anni-

versary 

Please contact Lau-

ren Halteman or 

sign up in the Sun-

day bulletin  if you 

would like to help 

host! Here are the 

dates for the next 

few months... 

April 6 
 

May 4 
 

June 1 
 

July 6 
 

August 3 



“Because of the 

Lord’s great love, we are 

not consumed, for His 

compassions never fail. 

They are new every morn-

ing; great is Your faithful-

ness”           Lam. 3:22-23 
For in Christ all the 

fullness of the Deity lives in 

bodily form, and you have 

been given fullness in 

Christ, who is the head 

over every power and au-

thority”           Col. 3:9-10  

Dear Lord and 

Loving Savior, we thank 

You for rising from the 

dead on one particular 

day so that we might, 

with Mary, gaze at the 

empty tomb and be “lost 

in wonder, love, and 

praise.” But even more 

incredibly, we thank you 

for being eternally 

“risen” for us, loving us 

as your brothers and 

sisters, and bringing us in 
out of the storm. Help 

us to rise from our beds 

daily, grateful for the 

compassions that greet 

us with each new dawn 

and the guidance, moti-

vation, and comfort that 

accompany us every mo-

ment of our day.  

Lord, by our na-

ture we would prefer to 

earn each day’s blessings. 

We forget your clear 

words that only when 

we lose our lives for 

your sake will we be 

saved. Forgive us for a 

breezy, self-centered 

posture in striding 

through our day, oblivi-

ous to the pain on the 

faces around us. Help 
us to see at once on 

those faces our own 

pain and to be startled 

by the resemblance to 

your face as you hung 

on that cross. Help that 

resemblance to trans-

form us, beginning with 

our loved ones and rip-

pling outward into 

workplace, community, 

and all of our more dis-

tant relationships. Kin-

dle our brotherhood 

and sisterhood with all 

your creation. Imbue us 

with fire to resolve 

whatever demons ob-

struct our full fellow-

ship with you and with 

one another.    

Lord, among 

those new compassions 

you bestow on us daily, 

may you continue to 

shape in our souls the 

graces of true Christian 

character:  A thankful 

and uncomplaining 

heart; boldness to 
stand for what is right; 

tenderness toward the 

weak and dispossessed; 

silence, that we may 

refrain from hasty 

speech; forgiveness to-

wards those who 

have wronged us; 

bodily discipline; strict 

truthfulness; courage 

in suffering and in 

danger; patience in 

discerning your will; 
obedience in re-

sponding to it 

promptly; winsome-

ness in sharing the 

gospel; humility in all 

that we do, under-

standing that we owe 

everything to you. 

[This para. adapted 

from John Baillie’s Di-

ary of Private Prayer] 

Thank you, 

dear God, that in 

your Risen Son, we 

see what we most 

need to know about 

God and ourselves.  

Thank you for being 

our Way, our Truth, 

and our Life. Amen. 

A Prayer for All Mornings 

In Memory of Mark 

and Christianna 

Forster Halfpenny 
presented by Kate 

Halfpenny 
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This stained glass window resides behind the 

sanctuary organ. Mark Halfpenny built the 

Winfield Woolen Factory on Laurel Run 

(near Laurelton) in 1851 where he also ran a 

sumac mill (sumac extract was used in the 

tanning process) and a store. The mills were 

destroyed by fire and Halfpennys relocated 

to Lewisburg.  The 1860 census shows that 

living in the household was the couple, their 

9 children, grandfather and a domestic serv-

ant.  Only some of the family actually be-

came members of the church.  Kate was the 

only daughter of Mark & Christianna  and 

never married.  She had eight brothers.   



Inside Story Headline 

Heather Creighton will be leading a group for "Anxiety and Stress Manage-

ment".  Plan to meet on Monday evenings, 6:30-7:30pm, April 4th through 

May 9th.  If interested email heather.creighton@outlook.com or call her 

office at 570-523-0362. 

Anxiety and 

Stress 

Management 
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to an outstanding group of 

ladies. Coach Roussell and 

team members will comment 

about this past season and 

answer questions from the 

audience. You are encouraged 

to wear something orange, if 

you have it. 

 
Please bring a casserole, salad, 

vegetable or fruit tray or a 

dessert to share with others 

including as many as fourteen 

Lady Bison guests. It would be 

A group of First Presby 

basketball fans is planning 

to recognize First Presby-

terian member, Coach Aa-

ron Roussell, Patriot 

League Women’s Basketball 

Coach of the Year, and his 
record-setting (25-8) Lady 

Bison players, with a pot 

luck dinner on Tuesday, 

April 19 at 6:00PM. Wheth-

er you’re a basketball fan or 

not, plan to attend this fun 

evening as we pay tribute 

helpful if you 

could bring 

your food to 

the kitchen 

by 5:45PM. 
Contact Bob Harder with any 

questions/or to rsvp at 570-

523-8947 or rharder@ptd.net. 
Please let us know you will be 

coming by Sunday, April 17. 

This will help the planning 

committee in their preparation 

for the event.  

 

Lady Bison Basketball Dinner 

The annual Lewisburg Arts Festival Craft Fair 

is scheduled for Saturday, April 23 from 9-5.  

As a bonus, the Arts Festival Photography ex-

hibit will be hosted in our Library again this 

year so there will be increased foot traffic 

through our church. 

During the Craft Fair our Summer Mission 

Trip Team will be selling chicken corn soup, 

sloppy Joes, hot dogs, chili and popcorn in 

front of the church.   

We are inviting any crafters from our church 

that would like to offer their wares, to join us 

on the front lawn.  Call the church office if 

you would like to participate. Please tell us 

how many tables and chairs or the space that 

you will need. 

The mission team will gladly accept dona-

tions for the food stand.  Needed are: 

 Soda (in cans) 

 Hot dogs 

 Hot dog buns 

 Ketchup, mustard, chopped onions, sweet 

relish 

 Hamburger buns 

 

Stop by our food stand for 

nourishment! 
 

mailto:heather.creighton@outlook.com
tel:570-523-0362


This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an edi-
torial. You can also profile new 

employees or top customers 

or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtually 

endless. You can include sto-

ries that focus on current tech-

nologies or innovations in your 

field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 
or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

“To catch the reader's attention, place 

an interesting sentence or quote from 

the story here.” 
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In April, we will examine the 

miracle of Easter and what 

happened after Jesus rose. 

JAM will finish their study of 

the Lord's Prayer and how 

talking to God frequently 

makes us stronger in our faith. 
 

Dreaming of warm weather 

and sunny days? While you 

plan your summer vacation, 

save the date for our summer 

special happenings.  
 

 This year, kids aged pre-

school-grade 6 are wel-

come to join us June 13-17 

from 9 AM - Noon as we 
follow Jesus-the light of 

the world-in Cave Quest.  
 

 We are pumped to an-

nounce the addition of a 

sports camp in July- join us 

for Mega Sports Camp July 

18-22 from 9 AM- Noon, 

students will get the oppor-

tunity to work with coach-
es in one of the four areas: 

dance, cheerleading, soccer 

and basketball. 
 

 Children entering grades 2-

8 are welcome to join us 

August 15-19 for Press On-

an Olympic themed Kids' 

Cantata. This week will give 

you the opportunity to act, 

sing, work on sets and 

props, learn movements 

and all about the fruits of 

the spirit. The culmination 

of this great week of fun 

will be when we share our 

project in worship on Sun-

day August 21st at 10 AM.  
 

Please note the dates below, 

there are some changes in 

meeting dates as well as special 

events: 
 

JAM will be meeting on April 

13 and April 27 from 5:30-7. 

Chimes for grades 3-5 will 

meet from 5-5:30 in the choir 

room on those same days. 
 

PLEASE NOTE, there will be 

no JAM on April 6. Instead, we 

will have another Pot Luck 

Wednesday when families are 

invited to come for food, fun 

and fellowship from 5-7 PM. 

Please bring a covered dish and 
be ready to have fun together 

as a larger church family. The 

church will provide dessert, 

beverages and paper products 

so bring your favorite side or 

main dish.  

-Rhiannon Dame 

JAM News 
As always, check out 

the First Presby Kids 

page on Facebook 

for pictures and 

more details about 

any of our events.  
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90 minute bus tour featur-

ing various wildlife includ-

ing bears, wolves, elk, 

deer, bobcats, bison, long-

horn cattle, mustangs, big-

horn sheep, as well as the 

mountain lion.   

Plan on packing a picnic 

lunch or buying lunch at 

the restaurant. We will 

meet at the Visitor's Cen-

ter at 9:45. The cave tour 

will be at 10 AM and then 

the nature tour will be at 

Noon. 

All ages are welcome to join us 

on an exploration of Penn's Cave 

on April 30th at 9:45 am. Advance 

reservations are required by April 

10.  There will be a 45 minute 

tour of the cave by boat as well as 

For questions or more in-

formation please contact 

Rhiannon Dame, 570-971-

2218 or rhid-

ame@gmail.com 

Cost will be  

 Adult – $24.00 

 ‘Young Adult’ Grades 7 

to 12 – $20.50 

Child preschool to Grade 6 

– $13.50 

Make checks payable to 

Penn's Cave and register by 

April 10 in the bulletin in-

sert. 

tel:570-971-2218
tel:570-971-2218
mailto:rhidame@gmail.com
mailto:rhidame@gmail.com
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First Presbyterian Church 
18 Market St 

Lewisburg PA 17837 
Phone: 570-524-4419 

Web: www.first-presby.org 

Email: info@first-presby.org 

Dr.  James C. King 

 

Ushers: Tom Rich, Mark, Erik and Cole Temple, George Koons, John 

Mutschler, Patrick Chiboroski, Chris Zellmann, Gerry Schwieger 

  Nursery  Coffee Social  Greeters 

3 Kalcich, Lind, Graver  Mark & Amie Reif  Bruckhart 

10 Taylor, Jusko   Rob & Lisa Black  Cavanagh 

17 DeCosmo, Papson  Bill & Beth Shutt 

24  Roussell, TBA   Dave & Ruth McCord 

 

Dinner By the River Teams (devotion leader) 7 - Sacred Heart (Linda 

Shaffer) 14 - Bruce/Ishii/Ringkamp  (Rick Gathman) 21 - Shady Grove Men-

nonite (Bob Kribbs) 28 - Zellmann (Bonnie Troxell) 

Women of All Ages Event Committee: Heidi DeCosmo, Avis Hans, Lisa 

Kraus, Paula Young, Kathy Schwieger, Sukyi Han, Amber Lind, Natalie Grimes 

All Church Penns Cave Event Committee: Ed & Rhiannon Dame, David 

& Carolyn McSween 

Living fully in Christ, through His Word, community and mission 

(Across from Fetter’s Meats in 

the plaza with Dollar General).  

Come out and enjoy the after-

noon painting!  No experience 

necessary!  Wear paint friendly 

clothes!  Refreshments will be 

provided.  We are limited to 
40 painting easels. Please regis-

ter (in bulletin insert) by Friday, 

April 8, 2016  (make checks 

payable to First Presbyterian 

Church with “paint” in the 

memo) 

$ 10.00 for 12yrs. and older,  

$ 5.00 for 5-12 years, 4 and 

under will be provided with 

paper and can help mommy 

paint!  For questions contact: 

Lisa Kraus 570 903-1063 or 

Avis Hans 570 742-3336 

Saturday, April 16, 

from 1:30PM- 3:30PM 

Women of all ages are 

invited to come to 

Paint, Party & More, 

located in the South 

Gate Plaza, 5190 State 
Route 405, Milton.   

Women of All 

Ages Event 


