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As you probably know, 
my New Year got off to 
a sad start.  At 6:30am 
on January 1 my moth-
er called to tell me that 
my father had passed 
away.  Dad had been 
diagnosed with Vascu-
lar Dementia and the 
last years were diffi-
cult.  Four years ago 
my brother moved in 
with my parents to pro-
vide care.  My sister, 
who lives an hour 
away, was over once 
or twice a week, and I 
visited when I could 
(four times in the past 
12 months).  My dad 
was under hospice 
care for the last three 
months, and was regu-
larly visited by close 
friends. 
 
My father had a strong 
enduring Christian 
faith, so we celebrate 
the joy and eternal 
wellness he is now ex-
periencing.  And we 
look forward to our re-

union in heaven. 
 
Over the years of my 
father’s illness I ex-
perienced a love and 
a care within my 
family that was pow-
erful and reflective of 
God’s love for us.  
We drew closer to-
gether, becoming 
more gracious to-
ward one another, 
supportive, caring, 
and concerned for 
one another.   I 
know families don’t 
always behave this 
way, my family didn’t 
always behave this 
way, but upon my 
dad’s illness my 
family drew upon our 
Christian faith and 
sought to manifest 
the Fruit of the Spirit 
in our interactions 
with one another.  
Those characteris-
tics of Christian faith 
and love made a dif-
ficult situation, not 
just tolerable, but 
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good and frequently 
joyous. 
 
 In the middle of this 
month love will be 
expressed with 
cards, roses, and 
chocolates, nothing 
wrong with these, 
but real love is ex-
pressed in fruit; the 
Fruit of the Spirit.  
 
“The fruit of the Spir-
it is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, 
and self-control.”  
Galatians 5:22-23. 
 
Jim 



 

1 - Joyce Zellmann 

2 - Kyle Santorine 

3 - Liz Speake 

6 - Wanda Einsig, Amber Lind 

7 - Irene John 

8 - Larry Fletcher, Kassie McTammany 

9 - David Campbell, Leslie Mutschler 

10 - Glenn Dobbs, Pat Ringkamp 

12 - Emily Poust 

13 - Delaney McSween  

14 - Mark Davies  

16 - Amy Matukaitis 

17 - Rob Guissanie 

18 - Samantha Stancavage 

20 - David Shrom, Justin Sabo  

21 - Heidi Zimmerman, Erin Redding, Evie 

Dame 

23 - Marcia Thomas, Mark Speake 

24 - Isabelle Taylor 

25 - Seth Ziegler Jr.,  

26 - Robert Gronlund, Brandon Reid,  

Natalie Halteman 

27 - Marion Fletcher, Bryan Speake,  

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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2 - Roger & Nancy Curran celebrating their 

57th wedding anniversary 

 

4 - Gene & Bea Heid celebrating their 50th 

wedding anniversary 

 

13 - John & Amy Tirpak celebrating their 18th 

wedding anniversary 

 

14 - Rob & Lisa Black celebrating their 18th 

wedding anniversary 

 

16 - John & Bonnie Troxell celebrating their 

43rd wedding anniversary 

Sign up in the bulletin to attend the Youth Summer Mis-

sion Trip Fundraiser Spaghetti Luncheon immediately 

following the worship service on February 12th.   

On the Menu:  

pasta bar, Italian bread, Salad bar and dessert. 

All proceeds will go towards the June trip to Valdosta GA 

Pasta Luncheon 



 The way in which God came to 

earth foreshadowed the way 

that we should model His love. 

In the words of Timothy Keller, 

“the fact that God became hu-

man and emptied Himself of 

His glory means you should 

not want to hang out only with 

the people with power and 

glitz, who are networked and 

can open doors for you. You 

need to be willing to go to peo-

ple without power, without 

beauty, without money. That is 

the Christian spirit, because 

God became one of 

us” [Timothy Keller, Hidden 

Christmas, 50]. 

 God’s love story is moving to-

ward His return, when He gath-

ers His people and restores 

the earth to its blissful condi-

tion preceding the Fall. We are 

actors in this story, approach-

ing our day of restoration. As 

repentant sinners, we should 

await this day with joy, energy, 

and determination. We have 

work to do! We are to take 

God’s Word to our unsaved 

neighbors, who otherwise face 

an eternity of isolation from 

Him and His love. God desires 

that all be saved. Seeking and 

discipling others, we follow not 

only His Great Commandment 

but also His  Great Commis-

sion.   -Bob Kribbs 

 In understanding God’s love 

for us, we need to know the 

entire story, Old Testament 

and New.  Read as a whole, 

the Bible is a love letter, writ-

ten by a passionate God, pro-

claiming one incessant mes-

sage: “I love you so much 

that I broke into your world in 

the person of my Son, Jesus, 

to die for you so that you 

might live forever with me.” 

 The Lord’s love for the under-

dog is apparent from the be-

ginning. Addressing a new 

generation of Israelites about 

to enter the land of their an-

cestors, Moses says “The 

Lord did not set His affection 

on you … because you were 

more numerous than other 

peoples. But it was because 

the Lord loved you and kept 

the oath He swore to your 

ancestors that He redeemed 

you from the land of slavery 

Know therefore that the Lord 

your God is God; He is the 

faithful God, keeping His cov-

enant of love to a thousand 

generations of those who 

love Him and keep His com-

mandments” [Deut. 7:6-9]. 

 The Incarnation is astounding 

evidence of God’s love.  J. I. 

Packer puts it this way: “God 

became man; the divine Son 

became a Jew; the Almighty 

appeared on earth as a help-

less human baby, unable to 

do more than lie and stare 

and wriggle and make nois-

es, needing to be fed and 

changed and taught to talk 

like any other child…The 

more you think about it, the 

more staggering it gets. Noth-

ing in fiction is so fantastic as 

is this truth of the Incarna-

tion” [Knowing God, p. 53, as 

reported. in Timothy Keller, 

Hidden Christmas, p. 44]. 

 Coming to earth as a fully hu-

man being, Jesus hungered, 

thirsted, experienced tempta-

tion, endured ridicule, and suf-

fered agonizing pain on the 

Cross. Through it all, He 

obeyed His Father, displaying 

the faith, love, discipline and 

courage we need to meet the 

trials in our lives. He is both the 

recipient of our love and the 

model by which we love others. 

 Jesus pulled together two Old 

Testament scriptures to de-

scribe “The Great Command-

ment”:  “Hear, O Israel, the 

Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and 

with all your strength. The sec-

ond is this: ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ There is no com-

mandment greater than 

these” [Mark 12:29-31]. 

 Greg Ogden on The Great 

Commandment: “The purpose 

of living is the adoration of God 

and the cherishing of human 

beings. The Great Command-

ment is a call to respond to a 

relationship of love that has 

already been established. It is 

not a new high bar for us to 

jump over so that God will be 

pleased with us. His pleasure 

in us has already been demon-

strated through the life, death 

and resurrection of Je-

sus” [Greg Ogden, The Essen-

tial Commandment, p. 27] 

Thoughts on God’s Love and Our Response 
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The Guatemalan Mission Trip will take place July 8-16, ’17.  
If you are interested in participating in this medical mission 
trip, please call Kathy Storm (570)523-1468. 

In our continuing conversation 
about our denomination, we 
have an opportunity in February 
to listen to and then discuss the 
denominational issues with Dr. 
Steve Shirk. 
 
On Monday Feb. 27 at 7:00pm 
Rev. Dr. Steve Shirk, Pastor of 
First Presbyterian of Milton, will 
be sharing with us.  Several 
years ago the Milton church ac-

tually began the process to 
leave the denomination and 
then stopped the process mid-
way.  Steve will share with us 
why they began the process, 
why they stopped, and the im-
pact it has had on their congre-
gation. 
 
The next meeting will be on 
March 27 with Commissioned 
Lay Pastor Bob Reich.  Bob is 

Pastor of the Mountain Presby-
terian Church (south of Sun-
bury) which has left the PC
(USA) and joined the Covenant 
Order of Evangelical Presbyteri-
ans (ECO).   

Continuing Conversation... 

Guatemalan Medical Mission 

First Press Page 4 

Gently Used Clothing Donation 
The Deacons have set up a receptacle 
in the office hallway to accept gently 
used clothing for the Eastern Union County Clothes Share Pro-
gram.   

The next month the focus is on children's clothing.  If you have gen-
tly used or new clothes, especially boys pants and larger girls sizes. 

please place your donation in the box outside of the office.   

Love  
should 

be  
our 
talk  
and  
our 
walk 

Our trustees have discovered that two of the stained glass windows 
on the west side of the church are “bowing”.  A stained glass win-
dow expert has estimated the cost of repairing and preserving these 
windows to be about $70,000.  In an effort to make the repairs we 
have undertaken a three year campaign.  The December balance of 
this fund was $23,151.64.  All gifts substantial or modest, are wel-
comed and greatly appreciated.  Your pledge should be sent to the 
church financial secretary. 

Stained Glass Window Update 
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February   2017 First Presby KIDS 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

      

  

JAM 5:30-7pm 

Bring a friend night! 

    SUSQUE 
RETREAT 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

SUSQUE RETREAT 

Sunday School 9-10am 

Worship @ 10:30  

    

  

  

JAM 5:30-7pm 

Glow stick night! 

  

Rejoicing Spirits 
6pm 

  

  

  

  

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Sunday School 9-10am 

Worship @ 10:30  

  

 

   JAM 5:30-7pm 

Make up a rule night! 

      

19 20 21 22                                                 
23 

24 25 

Sunday School 9-10am 

Worship @ 10:30 

    

  

 JAM 5:30-7pm 

Rainbow Colors Night! 

 

  

  

   

  

  

  

26 27 28         

Sunday School  9-10am 

Worship @ 10:30 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



business. Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 

that is updated every issue, for in-

stance, an advice column, a book re-

view, a letter from the president, or an 

editorial. You can also profile new em-

ployees or top customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask your-

self if the picture supports or enhances 

the message you’re trying to convey. 

Avoid selecting images that appear to 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands 

of clip art images from which you can 

choose and import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you can use 

to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place 

it close to the article. Be sure to place 

the caption of the image near the im-

age. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on cur-

rent technologies or innovations in your 

field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions 

for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-

nally, you might comment upon new 

procedures or improvements to the 

 

Inside Story Headline 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

      Breakfast 
6:30am 

  

Guys Games 
2:30pm 

  SUSQUE RE-
TREAT 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

SUSQUE RETREAT 

NO Sunday School 
NO Fuel 
NO Refuge 

  

  

Girl Talk 
2:30pm 

  

Breakfast 
6:30am 

  

Guys Games 
2:30pm 

 Rejoicing Spirits 
6:30  

  SYMT Fund-
raiser Prep 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Sunday School 9-10 

SYMT Fundraiser 

Fuel 5:30-6pm 

Refuge 7-8:30pm 

  Girl Talk 
2:30pm 

  

Breakfast 
6:30am 

  

Guys Games 
2:30pm 

  

  

  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Sunday School 9-10 

Fuel 5:30-6pm 

Refuge 7-8:30pm 

  Girl Talk 
2:30pm 

  

Breakfast 
6:30am 

  

Guys Games 
2:30pm 

    

26 27 28     

Sunday School 9-10 

Fuel 5:30-6pm 

Refuge 7-8:30pm 

  Girl Talk 
2:30pm 

  

        

February 2017 
First Presby Youth 



business. Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column 

that is updated every issue, for in-

stance, an advice column, a book re-

view, a letter from the president, or an 

editorial. You can also profile new em-

ployees or top customers or vendors. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an 

important part of adding content to 

your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask your-

self if the picture supports or enhances 

the message you’re trying to convey. 

Avoid selecting images that appear to 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands 

of clip art images from which you can 

choose and import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you can use 

to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place 

it close to the article. Be sure to place 

the caption of the image near the im-

age. 

This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in 

newsletters is virtually endless. You 

can include stories that focus on cur-

rent technologies or innovations in your 

field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions 

for your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed inter-

nally, you might comment upon new 

procedures or improvements to the 

This story can fit 150-200 words. 

One benefit of using your newsletter as 

a promotional tool is that you can reuse 

content from other marketing materi-

als, such as press releases, market 

studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of distributing a 

newsletter might be to sell your product 

or service, the key to a successful news-

letter is making it useful to your read-

ers. 

A great way to add useful content to 

your newsletter is to develop and write 

your own articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special offer 

that promotes a new product. 

You can also research articles or find 

“filler” articles by accessing the World 

Wide Web. You can write about a varie-

ty of topics but try to keep your articles 

short. 

Much of the content you put in your 

newsletter can also be used for your 

Web site. Microsoft Publisher offers a 

simple way to convert your newsletter 

to a Web publication. So, when you’re 

finished writing your newsletter, con-

vert it to a Web site and post it. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Fill Our Big Soup Can for the Food Bank 

Bring cans of soup and  
vegetables to fill our soup can 

barrels on (or before) 

Super Bowl Sunday Feb. 5 
 

MORE THAN 25 YEARS AGO, the 

Souper Bowl of Caring began with a 

single youth group. Since that day, 

more than $125 million has been 

raised for local charities across the 

country through ‘Souper Bowl of 

Caring’.   All of our donations will 

go to the Eastern Union County 

Supplemental Food Program 

Pulpit Assistant: Rob Guissanie 

Ushers: Bill Moore Sr., Holly Moore, Bill Roll, Darryl Fisher, Bart 

Shaffer and Matt Kalcich 

Nursery:   Coffee Social  Greeters: 

5 Lynn Berg, Graver family Bill & Beth Shutt Dave & April Shrom 

12 McSween, Jusko families N Lesher, D. Reid Eric &Barb Schmidt 

19 Kalcich, TBA  Caroline Campagna G. & K. Schwieger 

26 Heid, Cavanagh families Connie Moore  Mebius family 

 

Dinner By the River: 2 - Dittmar (Jim King) 9 - Storm (Rhiannon 

Dame) 16 - Jordan (Linda Shaffer) 23 - Miller (Rick Gathman)  

Living fully in Christ, through His Word, community and mission 

First Presbyterian Church 

18 Market St 

Lewisburg PA 17837 

Phone: 570-524-4419 

Web: www.first-presby.org 

Email:info@first-presby.org 

 

Pastor: 

Dr. James C. King 

Adult & Youth Ministries:  

Tim Halteman 

Children & Youth 

Ministries: Lauren 

Halteman 

Visitation Pastor: 

Bob Kribbs 

 
 

Be part of this  movement 
that is sharing  God’s love 

with those in need. 


